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Police: Coffey
admits to threats
BY

LOREE STARK

EDilOR IN CHIEf

Seamus Coffey, freshman from
Murray, did not enter a plea at his
arraignment Monday in Calloway
County District Court and filed for a
public defender.
Coffey was charged with terroristic
threatening and attempted theft by
extortion May 2 in connection with
bomb threats received by Murray
State University officials. Both crimes
are. class A misdemeanors and punishable by a maximum 12 months in jail
or a $500 fine. Coffey is currently
being held at the Calloway County Jail
on a $10,000 cash bond.
Coffey will appear in court Tuesday
at 9 a.m. for a prl'-trial hearing.
Students were forced to evacuate
residential colleges May 2 after University officials sent a campus wide email confim1ing they received a second bomb threat. The first bomb
threat was n.'l:cived May 1.
"I think we handled the situation in
the right manner," Vice President of
Student Affairs Don Robertson said.
'The number one concern was the
safety and welfare of the students.
That's what pmmpted the closing of
the University."
,
Robertson said he wanted to reassure students Murray State was a safe
campus.
"Safety was first,'' Robertson said.
"From that regard, I think we did the
right thing. Our Public Safety officers,
along with the police and the PBI, d id
a very impressive job of investigating

and apprehending."
Kentucky State Police Public Affairs
Officer Chuck Robertson also
expressed confidence in the efforts of
those involved with the investigation
Wednesday night.
"With the work of the campus police
. .. and through the work with the computer department, I think it worked
out great," Robertson said .
According to an affidavit filed by
the Kentucky State Police, Coffey
admitted to sending two e--mails to
Student Government Association
President Michaei Thome. Coffey said
in the affidavit he threatened to blow
up buildings on campus unless he
received $1 million. Coffey also said
he sent the second e-mail to Thorne
stating he knew the police were
involved and demanded $10,000
immediately.
"I was contacted a couple of times ...
just saying there was a ransom
demand for money," Thorne said. "If
it wasn't produced, then bombs were
going to go off on campus. I was told
not to tell anyone about it. The
demand was that 1 not contact the
authorities. I guess it might have cost
me my life."
University Police traced the e-mails
to Coffet:? Online in the Curris Center,
according to the affidavit.
According to another affidavit
signed by Coffee Online cashier Herbert Hoke, Coffey regularly used the
computers available at Coffee Online.
"Seamus is n unique character, who

Barry Johnsorv'Cuest •
University President Kern Alexander applauds graduates during a winter commencement ceremony.

Please see THREATS/22B .

AQ t9A session at the end of his reign
Bv J ASON

Y ATES

STAFF WRIT£R

Murray State President Kern
Alexander took time from his
busy pre-retirement schedule to
sit d own with "TI1e Murray State
News" on May '1 and answer
questions about his past, present
and future.
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-

laura Dearo,YThe News

Seamus Coffey, freshman from Murray, walks to a police escort after his arraignment Monday In Calloway County District Court. Coffey did not enter a plea.

What is it like knowing your long
career as an educator nnd administrator is coming to an end?
really look at it as .1 transition. It
is just now starting to hit me about how
my life will change. I plan on doing
more studying, reading and updating
my books. I will most miss my direct
association with Murray State, but we

will still be around attending events at you felt the most proud of an event?
Murray State. We will do those things
' The most important accomplishactive alumni do.
ment during my tenure was the
What have the months since you restntcturing of highe.r education in
announced your retirement on Feb. 13 Kentucky and the leadership Murray
been like and how do you envision State was able to take. The result of the
your last two months?
effort is that community colleges are
They have been very busy. We now functioning as community colhave had one event right after another. leges, and Murray State has a good
r have continued to work in fund rais- rapport with the community colleges.
ing and student recruitment is still Murray State led the charge and everyongoing. In between that, we are going one in the state of Kentucky knows it.
to start moving boxes and books out of . . What was your most difficult situOakhurst, but at the same time I still ation or lowest point at Murray State?
have a fu ll-time job. l expect my work m:E Tile most difficult situation w as
days will be long and continuous until just that, the struggle to reform higher
June 30.
education. I did a study that was critWhat is your greatest accomplishment at Murray State or the time that
Pl ease see Q&A/228
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Tragedy brings turmoil, division to family_::
It was around 5:30 a.m. on Sept.
18, 1998, when the shrill ring of a
teleph one pierced Wayne Priddy's
sleep. Priddy rose from his bed as
the man on the other e.nd of the line
said he had some bad news.

Bv Li sA

WHEAT

STAFF WRilER

A 19-ycnr-old college sophomore
huddled i11 the fourtlz-jloor bal11room of
the dorm in which he lined. Smoke
eugulfed tlzc! room, stinging his eyes
nnd secpittg i11to his lungs. He wns itl a
semico11scious stnte as flames cltarred
l1is skin nmlmt'lted hi.'> hair. Stick,ll soot
cnked in Iris ears, IIOSt' alld nround /lis

eyes.

News

A donn fire at Murray
State ... U11able to idmtify tlte
body... Tit ink it's your son ... Fiew to
Vanderbilt bum cmter... You'/1 wnut to
go there ... He's still alive.
In a trance-like state, Wayne and
his wife, Debbie, drove from their
home in Paducah to Nashville,
waiting for their cell phone to ring
with word of Michael's condition.
The call came about five miles north
of Nashville. He's still alive was all
they knew.
As they walked into the hospital

and toward Michael's room, a nurse eyebrows and hair were melted.
"I think I was almost in a daze,"
approached the couple. Tears rolled
Wayne said. "It's just almost like a
down her face.
"She told us, 'I'd hate to be you nightmare, you know - I've got to
guys because the next few days are wake up from this. This can't be
going to be awfully hard," Wayne happening to Michael. lt was just
the most horrible feeling I've ever
said.
had
in my life."
But even the nurse's tears and
Every
two hours, nurses would
words were not enough to prepare
Wayne for what he was about to perform the painful process of vacuuming out Michael's lungs. This
behold.
involved
holding
Tubes down his nose and throat procedure
kept Michael alive. The pulsating Michael down, turning off hLc; life
rhythm of the life support system support and stopping his breathing.
forced oxygen into his damaged At the sight of the machine,
lungs. His body had been scrubbed Michael's body tensed and fear
with Brillo pads to remove the crossed his face.
"When he would see them comsmoky residue. His nose was ~till
packed with black soot. Chunks of ing with that machine, he would go
burned skin were in his ears. His into physical panic," Wayne said.

ViewPoint

Faculty and staff members
Calloway County Circuit
discuss
issues surrounding
Court Judge Dennis Foust
a recent cartoon.
gave the owners of
Sullivan's Par 3 Golf Course
•see Page 7A
20 days to amend their
complaint.
•see Page 3A

CollegeLife

GAM
G
•see Page 118
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Before the fire
Born in 1979, Michael attended
Lone Oak elementary, middle and
high schools. Wayne had moved to
l'aducnh in 1972 to work with Bell '
South Telecommunications.
From the time they were young,
Wayne. drilled into his children the
importance of a good education. He
would set up .a classroom in the
basement for Michael and his older
sister Audra. The family membecs
would t.1ke turns p laying teacher,
giving math quizzes and hold itlg
Please see TRAGEDY/228

--

Sports
Cuyler Hedley, freshman from
Cobourg, Ontario, led the women's golf team to an OVC title.
•see Page 14

p

Living with his father, Michael
now separates his life in two segments: before the fire and after the
fire.

Check out our official
site on the Internet,
www.thenews.org for
more in-depth
coverage of MSU.

...
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An out-of-court settlement was
reached between the attorney for
Brian Siddens, senior from Christiana, Tenn. and co-host of "The
'R' Show," and the commonwealth attorney before Siddens'
preliminary hearing April 27. All
charges in the case brought by
Sigma Sigma Sigma were
dropped. A gag order was issued
on aU those involved in the case.
Siddens' restraining order was
also amended, stating Siddens is
to continue to stay 1,000 feet from
the Tri-Sigma house and not to
have any contact with any TriSigma, except for Rebecca Riley,
junior from St. Louis, who must
initiate the contact herself. Siddens will be allowed to enter his
old apartment, which is across
Miller Street from the Tri-Sigma
house, on Sunday to pack the rest
of his belongings.

I

1

Harrison elected to BAC
College of Business and Public
Affairs Dean Dannie Harrison
was elected to the Business
Accreditation Committee of the
International Association for
Management Education.
The BAC is made up of 22
Deans of AACSB-accredited business schools worldwide and is the
final authority on both initial
accreditation and reaffirmation of
accreditation status.
As of April 2001, Murray State
University is one of only 345 institutions worldwide that are
accredited at both the undergraduate and graduate levels.

Jenkins scheduled to speak
at hospital's community forum
Now a Murray State student,
Missy Jenkins was a victim of the
December 1997 Heath High
School shooting in Paducah. The
experience left Jenkins in a wheelchair.
Jenkins is determined to use her

experience to make a difference in
the livt..>s of other students. She
will bring her story and ideas on
how to eliminate bullying to a
community forum.
The forum, sponsored by the
Community Healthcare Foundation as part of an ongoing effort to
promote the health and safety of
childrt!n in this area, will be held
at 7 p.m Thursday at the MurrayCallaway County Hospital Health
and Wellness Center located at
716 Poplar St. The community is
invited to attend this free event.
During Jenkins' visit, she will
also speak to juniors and seniors
at Calloway County and Murray
city schools.

Professor featured scholar
on History Channel show
History professor Ted Belue
will be the featured scholar on the
History Channel's program,
"Boone and Crockett: The Hunter
Heroes."
The show will air at 8 p.m on
July 7.

Camp schedule announced
Murray State University recently announced the schedule of
summer youth progr<trns for the
summer of 2001.
The university will host more
than 20 camps, including golf, distance runners, team soccer, Mel
Purcell's tennis camp and the
Racer basketball camps.

EdHor In Chief: 762-6877
News: 762-4468
College Life: 762-4480

Viewpoint:

I

.How to
II

1995.

Ustener-supported public radio
station WKMS -FM announced
Gary Scott has been named news
director for the station.
Scott has worked with the station since early 1999 as assistant
news director. While in that position, Scott was recognized with
awards from the Associated Press
in the Use of Sound and Human
Interest Story categories. Scott

NEWS
•

was also awarded a second place
recognition in Public Service
Reporting for his coverage of
worker health screenings a t the
Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant.
Originally from Nashville, Scott
graduated from Murray State in
1993, majoring in English. He
completed the teacher certification tprogram at Murray State in

Scott named News Director
at MSU public radio station

.

762~4468

Sports: 762-4481

reach us

Karri Rubeck/ The News

OH Broadway:

Brian Finch (left), junior from Hopkinsville, and Mark Boru m, sopho more from Custe r, practice on
April 30 for " Give My Regards to Broadway." which the theater
and dance d epartment sponsore d. The show ran last weeke nd.

Other athletics camps include
the Joe Pannunzio football dink,
team volleyball, Lady Racer basketball and the sports medicine
workshop.
The lineup of academic C<lmps
include summer art workshop,
trumpet, Young Authors and
robotics. Gifted and talented children have the option of choosing
from the "Summer Challenge''
camps with themes such as music

exploration, fabric design, chess,
space quest robotics, geology and
Odyssey of the Mind.
For more information or to register for the programs, phone 1800-669-7654.

Campus Briefly is compiled by
Assistnal News Editor Mtlrci Owm
nnd Assistant Collrge Lifr Editor
Scott Gib~on.

THENEWS.ORG FEATURES SOME OF THE SAME CONTENT THAT GOES INTO EACH fRIDAY'S
EDITION Of " THE M URRAY STATE NEWS." IT IS UPDATED EACH THURSDAY N IGHT.
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Siddens charges dropped
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Pool Days are Alrnost Here!
Th e sister s of Sigm a Sigma Sigma would I ike to
.con gr atulate th e followin g sist er s .

Spring is 1n the air, md before you
know it. it W ill be pool w eather.
Murr.ly PI,Ke has a great pool
for MSU stude nts! We ,,lso
have a state·of·the-cVt fitness
center to help you get in sh.lpe for
the warm w eather. We h.we"
new. low rental rate right now .
so hurry In and sign up tod.\y
before r,,tes increase!
Murray Place is the BEST off
campus living for college students.

2001-2002 Officers
.•

•
•

......•.

President

Maril ee Mo r ga n

Vice President

Kate Gatson

Treasurer

E ri n B r un e r

Secretary

Melan ie B re we r

Education

Cath e rine A ust in

Recruitment

Jos i e O' Rou rke

i.

I

.••'
•

:·
I

Murray

Chairman
Alumnae Relations

Laura Lukefahr

Parents Association
Parliamentarian

Chelsea Statton

Campus Involvement Rebecca O'Daniel

Public Relations

Katrina James

Efficiency

Erin Wine

Risk Management

Josie O'Rourke

Executive Assistant

Kacey Condict

Fraternity Events

Carin Peterson

Molly Ershlg

Catherine Austin
Ritual

Earline Briscoe

Courtney Young
RPMf Phllanthropy

Ch ristina Simms

Historian

Carin Peterson

Intercom

Kacey Condict

Senior Programming

April Putnam

Intramural&

Rachel Schenk

Sisterhood

Chelsea Statton

Nancy Shelton

Jackie Wise
Social

Panhellenlc

... ..
I

o

Katrina James
Laura Pendleton

Jessica Sommer
Hotly Hixon

Jessica Sommer
Tiffany Prater

Kara Cocke

~

liz Harper

Fundralslng

Music

Luxury Living for College Students

$2 45

per person
per month

4-BR I 4-Bath Unfurnished
Limited Time Only

Victoria Gilmore

Christine Vaughan

...

liz Harper

Place

Rent Starting at

Special Events

Bethany Boone
Ch risty Straughn

Megan Becker
Tiffany Prate r

Spirit

Christy Straughn

Keisha Austin

Triangle

Ellen Grommet

Amberely Rollins

Vol leybash/ Play·a-thon Nancy Shelton
Rlcha Hobbs

Features Include ...

Pool days ,~ue almost here. Don't be left out!

• 4-br 4-bath & 2-br 2-bath
• Private bath off each bedroom
• Fully furnished & unfurnished
available
• FREE washer & dryer in apt
•Individual Leases
• Minutes from campus
• Very high speed Internet
• FREE Cable with HBO &
Cinemax
• Roommate matching
• Clubhouse with ping pong,
pool table, foosball & stereo
• Sparkling swimming pool
• Lighted tennis court
• State-of-the-art fitness center
• 9-foot ceilings with ceiling fans
in all bedrooms and living room

759-3003 • 1700 Lowes Dr. • www.MurrayPiace.com
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Sullivans given time
to amend lawsuit

•Police Beat

the plaintiffs to seek damages
STAFF WRITER
for reduced market value of
their property.
After hearing arguments in
Foust could hear the trespass
Sullivan vs. Murray State on claim because it is a Kentucky
Jan. 8, Calloway County Circuit Constitution issue, he said.
Court Judge Dennis Foust ruled
Sovereign immunity is waved
in the University's favor May 1.
in cases involving reverse conGiving his recommendation
demnatiqn or trespass, Foust
on further action the plaintiffs
w rote in his decision.
could pursue, Foust dismissed
"Basically you're looking at
the case. He gave the plaintiffs
where sovereign immunity
20 days after the order was
butts up against constitutional
issued to amend their complaint.
issues," he said. "The state
"Whether than outright discan't violate one's constitutionmiss the case ... I've given them
al rights."
an opportunity to (amend their
Henry Graddy of Midway,
claim)," Foust said in a phone
Ky., argued the case for the Sulinterview last week.
livans.
He said his team is prejames, Jerlene, Lynn and
pared
to
follow Foust's instrucKesha Sullivan filed the suit on
tions
for
further pursuing the
behalf of Sullivan's Par 3 Golf
case.
Definite
action will be
Course in November. The suit
sought an injunction to shut decided after he consults with
down Murray State's organic the Sullivans and his co-counpasteurization plant at its cur- cil, Graddy said.
"I am pleased that the judge
rent location on North 16th
seems
to agree that we should
Street on counts such as public
and private nuisance, trespass be entitled to have our day in
court on this matter," Graddy
and strict liability.
said.
"My expectation is we
The Sullivans said the plant,
will
follow
(Foust's) instrucwhich is located near their golf
tions
and
pursue
our claims in
course, depreciated the value of
both the Board of Claims and in
their property.
Murray State and the plaintiffs circuit court."
In his decision, Foust
named in the suit are an entity of
acknowledged
the stench from
the commonwealth and are entithe
composting
facility is a nuitled to sovereign immunity
under the Kentucky constitu- sance to the residents around it.
"This case stinks, literally,"
tion, Foust said in his decision.
he
wrote.
Any lawsuits against a state
Foust
said sovereign immuentity must go through the
nity
is
an
area of law in which
Board of Claims, a Kentucky
courts have shown little consisLegislature judicial board.
"Basically, it essentially means tency.
"I think it's safe to say the
that the tort claims are barred by
courts
do struggle with applithe doctrine of sovereign immucation
of sovereign immunity
nity," Foust said.
In his decision, Foust gave the issues," he said. "Its an interSullivans the opportunity to esting but very difficult area of
take another route of action. He law."
John Rail, University general
said his court could hear trespass or reverse condemnation counsel, did not respond to
claims.
repeated requests for a comThat alternative would allow ment OJ} this story.
BY LISA W HEAT

'
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Thursday, April 26

Saturday, April 28

12:33 a.m. An officer served a
warrant to Mustapha EnNehas,
a graduate student, on 16th
Street for terroristic threatening.
1 a.m. Mark Galloway, student
adviser of the Institute for
International Students, was
notified of an international student arrest so he could notify a
counselor.
2:48 a.m. A verbal warning was
issued for improper right tum
on red and crossing lanes of
traffic on Coldwater Road.
2 p.m. Books were reported
stolen from a Wilson Hall
office. The case is under investigation.
10:04 p.m. Students were
throwing water balloons from
Regents College.
11:20 p.m. Racer Patrol reported Olive Boulevard residents
had an open flame fire in the
yard. There was no fire evident
upon officer arrival.

4:49 p .m. Someone informed
Public Safety an individual was
sleeping in Racer Arena. The
individual said she did not
have anywhere to go. Her
uncle was contacted to come
and get her.
6:35 p.m. Juveniles were climbing on Faculty Hall. An officer
took the names and phone
numbers of three juveniles and
advised them that they could
not play on any of University
buildings.
10:06 p.m. An officer issued a
verbal warning for no taillights
a t the Expo Center.
11:14 p.m. A verbal warning
was issued for careless driving
at Ky. 94 and 17th Street.

12:20 a.m . There was a noise
complaint in the dorm circle.
Offenders were gone upon officer arrival.
12:34 a.m. A verbal warning
was issued for failure to obey a
stop sign in the Curtis C~nter
lot.
2:30 a.m. Murray State officers
were helping city units disperse a party at 18th and Wells
Streets.
3:17a.m. A verbal warning was
issued for urinating in public.
11:45 a.m. Two small candle
bases were reported stolen
from Faculty Hall. The items
were recovered from the sixth
floor of the building. No damage was done. No report was
taken.
5:54 p .m. A caller reported
loud music coming from a Hart
College room. No one was in
the room. A resident adviser
said once another RA was in
the college, they would take
care of it.

Friday, April 27

Tuesday, May 1
2:03 a.m. There was a report of
a vehicle being toilet papered
in the dorm circle. No damage
was done. No report was
taken.
7:47 p.m. A verbal warning
was issued for loud music on
campus in the dorm circle.
10:02 p.m. An officer issued a
verbal warning for loud m usic
on campus behind Richmond
College.

Wednesday, May 2

Sunday, April29

1:55 a.m. An officer issued a
verbal warning for disregarding a stop sign on Coldwater
Road.
8:56 a.m. A harassment complaint was reported.
3:16 p .m . There was a noninjury accident in the Wells
Hall circle drive.
4:03 p .m . Extra patrol was
requested to identify the little
league baseball team using
Hamilton Field for practice.
The coach was advised to contact Curtis Center Director Jim
Saurer regarding when and
where to hit the baseball on the
field.
5:57 p .m. A verbal warning
was issued for excessive noise
in the Dixieland Shopping Center.
10:20 p.m. An officer issued a
verbal warning for expired
license and excessive speed on
15th Street by the Lowry Center.

officer about a possible bicycle
theft.
1:36 p .m . An officer issued a
verbal warning for d isregarding a traffic control device a t
16th and Main Streets.

Monday, April 30
8:34 a.m. A verbal warning was
issued for failure to yield for
pedestrians in a crosswalk at
Five Points.
11:47 a.m. A subject came to
Public Safety to speak with an

12:23 a.m. There was graffiti on
the walls of Lovett Auditorium
and the Doyle Fine Arts Center.
8:18 p.m. Students were hanging out of a Clark College window, but were gone upon officer arrival.
9:11 p.m. A student came to
Public Safety requesting an
officer to walk her into the
horse bam. Male students in
bam said they would stay until
everyone had finished feeding
their horse.

Thursday, May 3
2:23 a.m. A subject requested
that an officer meet with Terry
Burgess a t College Courts
regarding an individual on
campus during the evacuation.
The individual was instructed
to leave.
3:12 a.m: Male subject was at
Wrather Museum. The individual was warned that the campus was dosed.
11:36 a.m. An officer was out at
Wai-Mart with a verbal dispute
in the parking lot until city
units arrived.

Friday, May 4
3:38 p .m. A VCR was reported
stolen from Mason Hall.

4:58p.m. A University employee reported her car had been
keyed on campus.

Saturday, May 5
2:47 p .m. There was a noninjury accident in the Roy
Stewart Stadium lot. A report
was taken.
9:50 p.m . A subject reported
one of his emp loyees was not
present at work at 7 p.m. when
he should have been and had
not had contact with the
employee. The description of
the individual was noted. Officers were informed to keep a
lookout for the individual.
11:49 p .m. A verbal warning
was issued for disregarding a
traffic control device at Coldwater Road and Clark Street.

Sunday, May 6
12:04 a.m. An officer issued a
verbal warning for disregard·
ing a traffic control device at
Belmont and 16th Streets.
7:46 a.m. An officer was investigating a blue barrel filled
w ith an unknown liquid north
of Elizabeth College. Central
Plant was notified to meet the
officer at the barrel.
10:23 a.m. A verbal warning
was issued for disregarding a
stop sign at Doran and Main
Streets.

Monday, May 7
12:05 a.m. A verbal warning
was issued for careless driving
in the dorm circle.
4:40 p .m. A caller reported the
loss of power in two Industry
and Technology Building
rooms.
Motorist assists - 5
Racer escorts • 3

Police Beat is compiled by Marci
Owen, assistant news editor, from
materials available from Public
Safety. All dispatched calls are not
listed.

La11"1bda Chi Alpha Congrat:ulat:e& our
brot:her!i on t:he f"ollowing achieveanent:!i:
SGA

Vite President • Billy Hansen
Treasurer • Ja~e Rabe
Senator at Large • Craig Hoffman
Senator • S~ien~e, Eng. &Tech. •
Keith Sthawa~ker
Senator· Clark College· Mike Horner
Senator • Hester College • Jay ~owell
Senate Chair • Daniel Ballard

Campus Activities Board
President - Billy Hansen
Con~erts Chair - Chad Price

i!DD 1 lireek
Award

Excellence

2001 IFC A.ll
Sports .
Champions

.Judicial Board
Michael Blackston
Brad Forrester
levin Ragan (alt.)
Clint Hampton (alt.)

Order of Omega

or
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~
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~
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#

Daniel Ballard
Brach Crider
Scott Danner
Billy Hansen
Chris Lawrence
Chad Price
Drew Thompson

Fall "0" Leaders

IFC Preside.nt:- ·DameI Ballard
ODK Vice·Preside~t
~-:Brad' Forrester
. .
ODK Member - Mi(hael(Bla(kston
...

Summer "0" Counselors

'

::-

Lance Ernsting
Chris Sanders
Josh Smith

~

•. ·

.. ,

'\',·..
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••
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Student Ambassadors

Brandoit ..D·enson

President - Brad Forrester
.
..
Vice President • Jonathan McGregor
2001 OVC Golf'Piayer of the Year
Jace Rabe. Member
Michael Blackston- Member
2001 OVC Golf Tournament ~hampion
Daniel Ballard • Member
r,

Brad Hobgood
Fulton Hart
Josh Smith
Adam Meloan

We wish t:he best: or luck t:o our brot:her, Phil
Bryan, Dean or Ad111is!iions, on his ret:ireanent:l
rC
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PHONE:

762-4468

Question
of the
Week
What are you ~ost
looking forward to
this summer?

OurVtew
Issue:
THE UNIVERSITY

CLOSED CAMPUS
LAST WEEK AFTER

RECEIVING TWO

POSITION:

We COMPLIMENT
THE UNIVERSITY'S
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When the newsroom first got
notice of bomb threats last week,
staff members shied away from covering the story. With an impending
deadline and final exams looming,
nobody felt prepared to handle
another story.
"All right, who's going to take this
one?" former news editor Lisa
Wheat, asked as nearby writers hid
their eyes.
Little did the staff know every person would be involved in covering
the event that night, which went
from being a minor threat most people had experienced in high school
to a major disruption facilitating
campus evacuation.
The University took appropriate
measures in handling a potentially
life-threatening situation. After the
second threat Wednesday afternoon,
University officials decided to evacuate campus and close most buildings until Monday.
Because of the administration's
proactive measures, the campus was
evacuated fairly quickly.
We applaud the residence directors
and resident advisers for their help
in removing residents as safely and
quickly as possible. After all, the residential college staffs were not
allowed to gather their belongings
until residents were evacuated.
But how much time did the University need to verify the safety of
campus buildings and residential
colleges? The extended weekend
should have allowed for extra exam
preparation, but many stild.lmts did
not even meet with their last classes
to discuss what they needed to study

for this week.
The University should have been
able to let students back in the residential colleges by Friday or Saturday at the latest, and if officials were
detcrm.incd to keep students out
until Sunday, they could have
devised a new exam schedule (perhaps starting Tuesday) to compensate for the confusion.
But it is not just the administration
~:.many prQfessors share the blame
for not preparing-their students. Not
all students received e-m!lils from

their professors regarding final exam
content or missed information. What
more appropriate time to utilize per- :
sonal information (e-mails, phone ;
numbers) professors always request •
on the first day of class?
It is their responsibility to make
sure students have all the informa- :
tion needed for a successful exam.
The University already demon- •
strated its concern for students' •
health and safety.
Now it is time the faculty showed
some concern for students' grades.

Tired staff member looks to future

freshman, Hawesville

Karri Rubeck/The News
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I have been mulling over this
for two weeks, and guess what?
I still have no idea what I'm
going to write about.
This is supposed to be my
farewell column here at "The
Murray State News," and you
want to know the truth?
I do not feel very much like
writing right now.
I am sick. l am tired. I want to
go home and go to sleep. And
prodding from the new viewpoint editor and a copy editor is
not making things easier.
And it is not like they are
under_ pressure to have it on

deadline. It is only 2:30 on
Wednesday afternoon.
For the past couple weeks, I
have gotten a small, narrow
glimpse of my future. And to
some, it might not look too pret-

ty.
I have been getting up at 6
each morning. I go to Mayfield
to my new job as sports editor at
the local paper and work until I
have to come back to class. Then
I go to class. Add to that projects, presentations anCt finals I
have to have complete before I
lea\'e, and I am a nervous wreck.
But I love it. The work part,

that is.
Somehow, my caffeine-riddled body has gotten out of bed
since last week to drive to Mayfield every day and then come
back.
In some ways, this is not a
farewell column; it is more of a
look into the future and what it
has to hold. Because the past,
you know, there is not much
you can do about it.
You can look back on the mistakes you made, but you cannot
fix them. You can look back
longingly at the success you
have had, but for me, even that

fades after a while.
I just need to look to the
future. And even though 1 will
get up at the crack of dawn
every morning, it is going to be
great. I go to work, get there,
have a lot of control over what l
do, then I leave.
It is fun . And sometime, I will
find time to take a nap. And
when I go to sleep, 1 will find
time to look at the future, and
perhaps reflect on the past. ,

Greg Stark i!i a senior print journalism major from Paducah.

•Your Views
Praise for opinion articles,
agrees with abortion stance

for this atrocity.
Charles Taylor
Senior from Murray

To the Editor:
I must commend you and ''The
News" staff for printing a series of
exceUent Opinion/Editorial articles
in the past two issues.
In particular, I found Dr. White's
criticism of Darin Shock's cartoons
very informing, and I would have to
say I concur with his opinion on this
matter.
More importantly, Lisa Wheat's
article on the double standard of
abortion laws in this coWltry was
magnificent.
Lisa, I want to congratulate and
thank you for speaking out on this
controversial issue. It takes courage
to stand up for what you believe in,
and you most certainly possess this
character attribute.
In Proverbs 6:16-18, we read of
seven things the Lord hates. Among
the abominations mentioned on this
list are "hands that shed innocent
blood."
I pray the citizens of this country
will realize the innocent blood they
have allowed to be shed represents
our future, and we are responsible

Tennis coaches thank
University, organizations
To the Editor:
After capturing the OVC Championship three weeks ago, the men's
and women's tennis teams, men's
tennis Coach Mel Purcell and I
would like to recognize the benefits
of working and studying at MSU.
The incredible way in which the
men's and women's teams pulled
together lip score a double victory
reflects the support of the Universi-

ty.
We won the championship, but it
is a victory for aU of Murray St.1te.
Our tennis teams could not have
been"victorious without the support
of so many organizations, students,
faculty and staff.
On behalf of both teams, I would
like to th.1nk everyone for sharing in
our championship. We could not
have done it without support from
the following:
All faculty and staff, Admissions

and Registrar, Alumni Affairs,
scholarship office, financial aid
office, School Relations, Athletics
Deparbnent, coaches, athletic trainers, Sports Information, Motor Pool,
University Store, bursar's office,
post office, Career Placement, Central Receiving, the Lowry Center,
the Women's Center, the Wellness
Center. Copy Express, Counseling
and Testing Center, TelecommWlications, Facilities Management,
paint crew, Food Services, Health
Servic~s, Housing, international
office, campus recreation department, "lhe Murray State News,"
WKMS-FM, radio channel 11,
WQTV, map report office, MSU
Foundation, Human Resources,
president's office, Public Safety,
printing, purchasing and the Racer
Foundation.
Connie Keasling
Women's tennis head coach

'R' show co-host not arTeSt·
ed for program's content

two articles in last week's paper
about Brian Siddens and "The 'R'
Show." Brian Siddens was not
arrested because of the content of his
show.
There are no legal ramifications
for making fun of people. The Sigma
Sigma Sigmas did view the show
that made light of their ritual and
did nothing but laugh.
Siddens was arrested for harassment and stalking. These accusations had nothing to do with the
show that he co-produces with Jilon
Van Over. If they did, Van Over
would have been arrested as well.
The charges were based on several
incidents of harassing behavior by
Siddens.
Another thing should be cleared
up is Tri Sigma did not press any
charges on Siddens.
Two Sigma Sigma Sigma members
who live at 1605 Miller Ave. spoke to
the district attorney who then decided, for the protection of the women,
it was best to have him arrested.
These two women signed the affidavits for the protection of their sisters and roommates.

To the Editor:
I just wanted to dear up a few
things for everyone regarding the

Marilee Morgan
Sigma Sigma Sigma President
Juniorfrom Benton

Writa to ••
"The Murray
State News"
welcomes
commentaries
and letters to the
editor. Letters
should be 300
words or fewer
and must be
signed.
Contributors
should include
addresses and
phone numbers
for verification.
Please include
hometown,
classification, title
or relationship to
the University.
"The Murray
State News"
reserves the right
to edit for style,
length and
content.
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E-mail: what a wonderful invention. And yes, it is now just a common, everyday tool for sending
information through modem society, but few things give me more
pleasure than the anticipation of
opening my campus e-mail account
to discover what could possibly be
going on this week at Murray State.
Now, the benefits of e-mail are
not limited to just e-mailing Mom,
keeping in touch with friends or
having the power to mercilessly
exterminate chain letters condemning me to 15, 20 or 35 years of bad
luck to be endured without a
boyfriend.
It is something much more wonderful and mysterious. The first emails I look for always read the
same way: "To:<all_users@murraystate.edu>."
Praise be given to campus emails! We all know Murray is not
the most happenin' city, and everyone jokes about the infamous question asked by prospective students:

1 would like to add some things
Lisa Wheat conveniently left out
of her article last week, "Abortion
creates double standard."
The Women's Center offers
information on nutrition, WlC
(Women, Infant and Children Program), raising children, child support, children with learning disabilities and child safety for
expectant mothers.
We also offer information for
expecting fathers. We have iilfor""
r.ria'tion on safe s~x and contraceptives to p~event unwanted pregnancies.
But Wheat must have overlooked aU that information, even
though the director of the W omen's Center pointed it out to her.
We are currently working on an
information packet on adoption.
We have some information now
ClJld we are trying to increase our
adoption resources.
We believe Wheat attacked the'
Women's Center based on her
anti-abortion standing. If people
get upset because we offer all
information for pregnant women,
then let them. The Women's Center does not perform abortions,
just like it doesn't give pregnancy
tests.
But we can refer women and
offer truthful information about
abortions and pregnancy tests.
Any organization can perform
take-home pregnancy tests and
call themselves a clinic for
women.
The Women's Center wants
women to have all the information
available so they can make their
own decisions. How can a woman
make a serious decision if she
does not have access to all her
options?
We don't make decisions for
people or judge others for their
decisions. We are here to help and
offer as much information as possible since no other organization
will offer all the truthful information.
So if all the Lisa Wheats in the
world get angry at us, go right
ahead. We know that even if abor·
tion became illegal today, it still
would not matter.
There have always been and
always will be women with
unwanted pregnancies seeking
abortions. The Women's Center
~ the information available for
them.
Lisa, thank you for getting the
message out that the Women's
Center has information for preg·
nant women. Now they'll know
where to go for real help and not a
guilt trip.

Erin Ketterer is a sophomore psychology major from Lollisville and a volunteer at the Women's Center.

"What is there to do in Murray?"
But campus e-mails try to remedy
the situation by informing all students, faculty and staff about what
is going on.
Even for a small university, Murray State hosts a fair number of lee·
tures, plays, musicals, art openings,
recreational events, performances,
forums, classes and concerts. The
problem is, many students do not
know about them.
But it is not really the Universi·
ty's fault. A banner could be hung
in Faculty Hall advertising $20 bills
dropping from the top of the Doyle
Fine Arts Center on Wednesday at
noon and about 45 students would
attend. I am dumbfounded students can walk around campus and
not read signs and bulletin boards
advertising events, but I am even
more amazed people do not take
advantage of personally addressed
invitations via e-mail to campus
activities.
Several weeks ago a hypnotist

performed a free show on a Monday night at the Curris Center and
the audience failed to fill the first
three rows of chairs. It was embar·
rassing we could not round up a
larger group for a nationally
known entertainer.
I had received a campus e-mail
and seen at least three posters in
the Curris Center advertising the
performance, and I know there is
not that much to do on a Monday
night, so why didn't students show
up?
I guess many people just haven't
figured out campus e-mails are the
best way to locate the two most
important Fs of college life: Free
and Pun. And sometimes, if one is
lucky, a third important F is commonly combined with the first one:
Free Food. And the only thing better than free food is easily accessible information about where to
find the free food.
I have even broken the campus email creators' secret code. While

those unrecognized individuals in
the Student Affairs office labori·
ously type out lecturer's backgrounds, musicians' comments and
art opening information, I have
been logging important information like how "reception" is really a
code word for "free food."
Campus e-mails are really the
perfect type of messages because
absolutely nothing is expected of
the recipient: no replying, no guilt
about not forwarding it to avoid
bad fortune and no need to save
them. It is simply absorption and
deletion.
As a result of campus e-mails, I
have become an expert at scouting
out things to do here at school. It is
an investigation...the information is
there, it's just whether one chooses
to use it. I will attend an interpretive dance concert or a hay-bale
throwing contest just because it is
an opportunity I am unlikely to
encounter again outside of school
and (here is the
word) it is free.

College is most likely the best
opportunity for students to explore
cultural, social or educational outlets and the most one has to do for
many of them is flash a Racercard.
We are paying enough to be here,
so why not explore all available
extracurricular activities?
I feel sorry for those students
destined to a life of darkness for
not using their campus e-mail
accounts. Invariably, these are the
students who did not know about
the virtual reality games by
Winslow Dining Hall or lottery
giveaways at the Curris Center.
Those unfortunate individuals
will never experience the thrill of
investigating the possibilities of
campus activities. But maybe it is
for the best, for it means less people
to battle with for free hot dogs and
Coke on the Quad.

Erin Riclrards is the viewpoint editor
"The
State News."
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Reputation falls again with bomb threat,
In My
Opinion

Ever heard of the phrase "it
just all added up" when referring to a tragedy? Well, you
might be able to say that about
Murray State's enrollment if it
goes into a tailspin in the next
couple of years.
What am I basing this on? The
first sentence my father said to
me when I returned home
Thursday after putting out a
four-page tabloid was, "That
jASON
school's really gone down the
toilet, hasn't it?" They basically
BIWNGSLEY
said they regretted me going to
...NUMEROUS Murray State in the first place.
If some serious public relaEVENTS HAVE
tions work is not undertaken by
HAPPENED ON
the administration, more and
THIS CAMPUS more parents may start to feel
TO TAINT ITS like my parents do, and the
record enrollment it keeps bragIMAGE....
ging about and prides itself on

"

"

will disappear.

Starting with the Hester College fire in September 1998,
numerous events have happened on this campus to taint its
image as a quaint little college
nestled in the heart of the Jackson Purchase.
My parents' opinion not only
includes the events that have
occurred on campus the last few
years, but also facility problems.
I highlighted the problems
with campus housing in a previous commentary, but there are
also some problems with one of
the facilities regarded as a shining jewel of campus: the Regional Special Events Center.
My parents, aunt, uncle and
cousin had never attended a basketball game at MSU, so they
came down for the Feb. 10 battle

with Eastern Dlinois which was Murray State to continue to
shine. I have had a wonderful
televised on ESPN2.
Their problem With RSEC is time at Murray State through aU
there is no parking dose to the of the good and bad times, and I
building unless you want to think I have had a lot of life
donate about $100 to athletics, changing experiences here.
But, if my parents, who are
and you have to walk uphill
from the football stadium lot to better informed than most stuget to the building. Yes, there are dents' parents on what happens
some buses from the Murray on campus, believe Murray State
Transit Authority to bus people is a bad college, what do the parto the front gate, but for one of ents who have no clue what's
the biggest games of the year, going on feel like?
If parents start telling potenonly one bus was available to
take people to RSEC from Roy tial college students to stay away
Stewart Stadium. For my mom from Murray State, how long
and aunt, who are recovering until that shows in enrollment
from back surgery and breast numbers?
cancer, respectively, this is not
the best thing for their health.
I know I hardly have anything
good to say in commentaries, Jason Billingsley is tire ttews editor
but maybe that is because I want for "T11e Murray State News. "

Student group brings culture, diversity
Three years ago, I was a freshman. Unlike most of the American students here, I did not
come across familiar faces from
high school. My high school
friends and family were more
than one thousand miles away.
As a Canadian, the subtle differences of American culture were
hard on me.
Thankfully, there was an
organization for students like
me. The International Student
Organization drew together students with a common trait: we

were all in a relatively new
country, with new customs and
traditions. Through the ISO, I
met students from England,
South Africa, Russia and Germany and other Canadians. The
ISO not only allowed me to
make new friends, but also to
experience other cultures.
Unfortunately, the ISO is not
as active as it was during my
freshman year. But the international students have elected a
new executive council for next
fall and I am excited.

Returning will be events such
as the International Bazaar, the
International Buffet, parties and
various pot-luck events. For the
first time the ISO will encourage American students to participate as well.
Through the ISO, any student
can discover the diversity and
culture at Murray State.
To discover the world is a
powerful thing. We are all here
at college to learn. Why not
learn about the world from~
ple who have lived such culture

and diversity every day?
Discover the ISO and bring it
to your heritage, your American
culture and your way of life.
Not only will you bring the
experience international students came to Murray for, but I
guarantee you will walk away
from the experience full of discovery and warm memories as 1
have.

In My
Opinion

HAYLEY

Hayley Oxkerton is a junior journalism major from Barrie, Ontario.
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Faculty, staff take issue over recent cartoon
We would like to first acknowledge the courage displayed by the
new editorial staff of ''The News"
for not abandoning their obligation
to uphold journalistic integrity and
ethical responsibility in its decision
to print another article that is critical of the prior staff's decision to
run the caricature (March 9, 2001)
depicting Murray State University's men's basketball coach,
Tevester Anderson, as well as the
prior editor's Oason Yates, March
15, 2001) response to the cartoon.
The new editorial staff is off to a
strong start to allow the intelligent
continuation of a campus dialogue
that must be fully addressed publicly before any sort of healing on
both sides is seriously allowed to
take place.
Furthermore, although previous
printed criticisms of the cartoon by
others in the campus community
were appropriate (and very much
appreciated by this, body), they
understandably do not and cannot
articulate the complexity of the
issue for obvious (neither are
African-American) and less obvious reasons (neither, to our knowledge, are trained in social sciences). As such, we have taken the
time to write, in our opinion, a
fully appropriate response to the
issues at hand as academicians,
professionals · and
offended
African-Americans.
First, we do not presume to
speak for all African-Americans on
campus, though others have
echoed our sentiments, including
some enlightened white readers.
Second, we assume negative characterizations of one minority
group have ominous implications
for all those who may fit in this category in one context or another.
With respect to the caricature,
several members of the MSU community have publicly commented
the cartoon depicting Coach
Anderson is not racist. However,
we, who are either academically
trained and/ or experientially qualified in recognizing and coping
with such group-based symbolic
assaults, believe without trepidation this entire incident (the cartoon and the previous editor's
response) is very characteristic of a
particular type of criticism. The
difference in stance begs the question deeply seated at the heart of
this issue and the point of this letter (and probably in the minds of
many): What is racism?
Before we address the definition
of racism, we must start by clearly
articulating what about the caricature is racially offensive and targeted toward African Americans.
First, those who endorsed or
defended the cartoon have suggested it was "making fun" of the
men's basketball team's last losses;
however, nothing in the caricature
speaks to this or any aspect of
coaching at all. Furthermore, there
is absolutely nothing about the caricature' s comments that reflect a
"regional (i.e., specific type of
Southern) dialect." The caricature
uses "street" vernacular that nei-

ther accurately reflects that of
Coach Anderson nor is representative of the majority of African~
Americans.
Furthermore, the caricature is
"dressed" in a way (flowered butterfly collar) that, coupled with the
vernacular, strikes many (whites
and blacks with whom we have
spoken) to be that of the image of a
pimp. This is an all too familiar
theme of a not so distant time in
which African-Americans were
routinely depicted as culturally
and (implicitly) intellectUally inferior.
The typical "The News" reader,
naive of African American culture,
which includes most whites and
many young blacks for that matter,
is left with the impression because
this is consistent with the (stereotypical) images that have been/are
consistently displayed in American culture, there must be some
grain of truth to this depiction for
"most" African-Americans. Therefore, the cartoon may be perceived
as "no big deal" by some and those
who are offended should "get over
it."
To those of us who have experi·
enced American cultural racism
first-hand or who have studied it
academically, the choice of vernacular is an obvious, 21st century
update of century-old racist minstrel"humor" intentionally characterizing African-Americans as
unintelligent and "uncultured."
Those who cannot see this connection are clearly (or selectively)
ignorant of American history (the
part that most Americans are
ashamed to acknowledge, which is
another reason for writing this
piece). Numerous documentaries
and books chronicle the history of
such images and portrayals as
major aspects of American history.
Another reason many do not
define this situation as racist is
they are ignorant to what racism
really encompasses. There are a
' variety of forms and, unfortunately, the oruy form that gets attention
is the type depicting a "sh~~
over-the-head-wearing" low selfesteem coward who blatantly
attacks or intimidates people or
their families physically or spews
unquestionably offensive and
ignorant (in the colloquial sense)
verbiage.
American culture is highly sensitized and consistently opposed to
this form; however, this is the less
dangerous form. The more dangerous and more prevalent form that
is rampant in most aspects of
American society (based on academic literature) is the form referred
to as "institutionalized racism."
Institutionalized racism is a system
of policies, practices and institutional arrangements that perpetuate and maintain subordinate and
dominant group positions in a
society.
It is important to note those who
perpetuate this systematic oppression are often not aware of their
participation in these practices. In
fact, is the lack of intention that

makes this form of racism simultaneously pervasive and particularly
dangerous since most of those
inexperienced and/or unskilled in
recognizing racism (most white
and non-white Americans) pass it
off as simple cruel humor. This is
why such institutionally racist
"humor," policies, images and
laws continue to exist.
The reason the previous editorial
staff's choice of running and then
defending this cartoon fits the
description of institutionalized
racism is it has satisfied all of the
criteria associated with a general
definition of racism. This definition requires the following elements: One, the presence of stereotypical thinking and/ or images;
two, a history of using such
thoughts/images to demean a
(racial) group with such symbols
and three, the power in decisionsmaking aspects of institutions to
perpetuate such images or
rhetoric.
Scientifically speaking, racism
can only exist in situations in
which all of these criteria are met.
We have already established why
the previous editorial staff and the
cartoonist met the first criterion.
With respect to the second criterion, we have demonstrated how the
cartoon reiterates classic American
racist imagery; however, the cartoon in question is not the only
instance in which ''The News" has
exhibited racist decision-making.
In our research, we (and others,
particularly African American students) have noticed and are able to
document a consistent trend in
how ''The News" has depicted stories pertaining to African Amencans over the entire 2000-Ql school
year. Stories that dealt with negative circumstances surrounding an
African-American student or student-sponsored event have been
typically plastered on or near the
front page. The few neutral or pasitive stories concerning those in the
J,':frican :1merican campus com- muni!J. !!ave been typically relegated to ffie back page.
Additionally, ''The News" staff
often excludes coverage of the
many positive stories of AfricanAmerican staff (ironically, many of
these programs are geared toward
cultural awareness or diversity). It
is also interesting to point out that
when one of our colleagues
requested all of the copies of this
year's editions of ''The News" after
the cartoon in question was printed, the only editions not included
in those sent were the editions that
had offensive racial caricatures.
What is the motivation behind this
type of selective, conscious decision-making of the previous
"News" staff? Would Mr. Yates
like to provide and explanation for
this pattern of behavior? We feel
we can and have done so.
The third criterion, "power," is
defined as the ability to control the
outcomes of others reflected in,
among other things, the maintenance of stereotypical thinking
(e.g., using images that stereotype

groups) to subordinate less powerful groups via social, political
and/or economic control. We (and
a prior published response) have
demonstrated above how the previous editorial staff used their
"power" to make the conscious
decision to risk insulting and
demeaning a group of people in its
community.
Mr. Yates unwittingly admits
this in his editorial response March
16 with his admission the staff
engaged in a seemingly unusual
debate to print or omit the cartoon
despite apparent "warnings" from
others involved in the decision·
making process. lllerefore, we
must conclude that the previous
editorial staff consciously understood the ramifications of their
decision and the trend in the
paper's reporting that we highlight
above suggests Mr. Yates did not
respect the power he had in his
ability to serve in any future editorial or decision-making positions
in the field of journalism.
Yes Mr. Yates, you and your cartoonist, Mr. Shock, have freedom
of speech but so do David Duke,
Pat Buchanan, Jesse Helms and
john Rocker. We believe most
Americans would agree America
would be better served by not
hearing what they have to say if at
all possible.
Thus, the prior editorial staff of
"The News" had the ultimate say
in what was published, about
whom and in what way. This is a
classic case of displaying an irresponsible use of "power" given
their clear awareness of the negative perceptions Mr. Shock's caricature implied. Deviations of this
stereotype have been one of several cornerstones of jim Crow racism
documented in the sordid history
of the United States, which is why
the cartoon is so offensive. Furthermore, whether one intends or does
not intend to display racist behavior /rhetoric is absolutely irrelevant to defining and identifying
racism. Intention is only relevant in
determining what specific form of
racism is at work.
The other inherent danger in
perpetuating this racist imagery is
that it creates a very hostile environment for African-American students, faculty and staff. Given the
major and minor battles against
such irndges, rhetoric and beliefs
African-Americans have to fight in
the classroom, in meetings, among
peers and colleagues and in society, it is apparent "The News" has,
over during the past year, unnecessarily contributed to the turmoil
we must deal with on a regular
basis. Such an environment is not
conducive to the educational, professional and personal development of African-Americans at any
level on this campus.
Several of us had to literally try
and talk several African-American
students out of transferring from
MSU (we are not sure yet how successful we were) because of the
negative racial issues they have
experienced on campus and in the

Murray community. The way ''The tional student and a homosexual
News" has chosen to depict person to be on the editorial staff to
African-Americans on a regular ensure these groups will not be
basis put "the icing on the cake" unjustly offended in the future as
for them. One student was plan- well? We would like to think not,
ning to transfer to the University in but unfortunately, we have reason
the fall and be involved in journal- to wonder.
ism and "The News," but this stuCertainly not all stories are
dent felt so distraught with the amenable to such careful social
prevailing cultural and racial consideration; however, choices
insensitivity exhibited by the pre- about where stories are placed,
vious editorial staff that this stu- whether they are inaccurate or out
dent was prepared to transfer to of context, and choosing whether
another university.
to run an offensive cartoon are
One of us was able to make this areas where the editorial board
student aware the only way to should exercise this responsibility.
change institutionaliZed racism is If, in fact, Mr. Yates and Mr. Shock,
to have people who are affected by the intent was not to be racist and
it and live with it every day be yet people were offended, is not an
involved in the decision-making apology in order (particularly now
process in which it occurs. Certain- that you know it is racist and peoly, "The News'' did not intend for ple are offended)? It does not
current or future MSU students to diminish but instead elevates an
feel as if this campus was especial- individual, group or organization,
ly hostile, but this is only one of as well as reflects strength of char·
many examples of how "uninten· acter, to be willing to resolve contional," institutionalized racist flict.
decision-making affects many
In the spirit of unity, we ask the
African-Americans in the Univer- newspapers' current advisory
sity community.
board to seriously consider adding
As African-American faculty a qualified diversity consultant. It
and staff who have, as an is
our
understanding
inescapable part of our personal, diversityI sensitivity training wiU
professional, moral and education- be provided for the entire staff.
al code of conduct, a duty to con- This is a good first step for ''The
stantly fight such negative images, News," however, we must caution,
our efforts are undermined when a that an individual with appropripowerful, well-publicized institu- ate credentials and/ or experience
tional branch of the University should conduct training.
In lieu of that option, "The
articulates some of the same views
we are trying to eliminate. Histori- News" should also consider
cally, these images and views have including a comprehensive, annual
been at least indirectly responsible workshop on media responsibility
for racial injustice, violence and and cultural sensitivity issues facileven death. Readers are encour- itated by an external trainer for
aged to review the Civil Rights your department who can address
Movement and some of the recent all areas of cultural sensitivity and
hate crimes in the United States.
not just issues of race. Perhaps
As a branch of Murray State Uni- these actions will help improve
versity, it is our opinion it is the future decisions about items for
newspapers' business to take cul- publication and enhance the pertural and social issues very seri- sonal and collective development
ously and handle them very of "The News" staff as sociallyrespectfully. Anything less than conscious journalists.
this, over time, could possibly lead
We reiterate there is absolutely
to an implosion within the Univer- nothing legally wrong with assertsity community of which its repu· ing one's first amendment rights;
tation may not recover, particular- however, morally and socially, we
ly given its sordid history in race argue there is or should be a probrelations.
lem when what one "speaks" has,
This is the year 2001, not 1865, at minimum, no redeeming value
1965 or 1970. Would it not be more or at a maximum, is unjustly hurt·
socially responsible (if this is of any ful and hostile to others. Rememimportance to "The News") to be, ber, too much of a good thing can
at least in part, about the business be a bad thing.
of helping to facilitate good racial
relations whenever possible, as the Annazette Fields
sign of a progressive educational Equal Opportunity Director
institution with faculty, staff and a
student body who give more Edrena Harrison
thought to items for publication A.C.S.W., Social work, criminal
and not further dividing people. justice and gerentology departFor example, we are quite certain if ment
Mr. Shock presented a cartoon
depicting Christians in an offen- Steve Jones, Ph.D.
sive way, the cartoon would not Social work, criminal justice and
have run. But chances are because gerentology department
at least some of those on the editorial staff are likely to be Christian, Cami Pierce
this type of cartoon would definite- African-American Student Serly not see the light of day.
vices and Ethnic Programs director
Does it really have to take a person of color, a woman, an individ- Thomas N. Robinson, m, Ph.D.
ual with a disability, an intema- Psychology department

Cartoonist encourages alternative perception of community issues
There are few things in this
world I take seriously. Racism is
one of them. It is a plague among
humanity, it is a crutch that
restricts our growth as a society.
When people get upset or
offended by my work, it typically
amuses me. But the ongoing accusations of my Tevester Anderson
cartoon being rooted in racism are
untrue and inaccurate.
First, I would like to state the
cartoon in question was intended
to depict Coach Anderson's inability to communicate to both the
public and his players. His mispronunciation of words as weU as
his word choice is amusing, yet
disturbing. l recall hearing Coach
Anderson attribute a Racer win (in
a post-game interview) to "scoring
more points than the other team."
This was not only the least
thought out explanation of a win I
had ever heard, but his pronunciation nearly topped it. This unfortunately was broadcast on CBS
during NCAA tournament time in
1999 to a national audience, and I
recall thinking about what kind of
example that set for our school. I

have been thoroughly confused that we still live in a world where
every time I have heard him speak there apparently is a difference.
since.
People have and will continue
The cartoon did not, on any to call this an example of my own
level, have anything to do with ignorance, my own inability to see
him being an African-American. the cartoon was racist. I see it as
The Racers were just coming off the exact opposite. To assume the
their most embarrassing loss in cartoon was a reference to Coach
many years and I wanted to sug- Anderson's ethnic background
gest why. So, because he is reflects someone's own form of
African-American, am I supposed racism.
to refrain from making fun of
Go ahead and assume on some
him?
subconscious level I am exhibiting
I did not suggest all African- my own tasteless form of prejuAmericans speak like this, just dice here. I know in my heart my
Coach Anderson. It was not a ref- intentions and no one can take
erence to the stereotypical unedu- that away from me. Then editor in
cated slave from the darkest chief, Jason Yates, was also aware
depths of our nation's history. It of my intentions and that is why
did not intend to pigeonhole an he decided to run it We knew
entire race.
there would be those who would
I have drawn several cartoons misinterpret it, but there would
depicting rednecks talking with also be those who would get
the exact same dialogue. Does that something out of it.
mean those rednecks represent the
I am aware this cartoon has
entire white race? No. Does that ·greatly contributed to more and
make me prejudiced toward white more people on this campus
people? Of course not.
despising me and my work. SucIf we are all striving to make this cess is not easy and I cannot please
a world of equality, how is that everyone.
Those of you who enjoy the
any different? It is unfortunate

comic strip "Ziggy" or "Family
Circus," do yourself a favor and
tum past my cartoon. My work is
targeted toward those with a simi·
lar sense of humor as myself. I
cannot humor those who are
unlike me. I just can't.
I find it amusing Coach Ander·
son could offer some training program (as depicted in the cartoon),
as if he spoke some higher form of
vocabulary that no one else could
comprehend. This was my way of
suggesting an explanation for an
under-achieving basketball team.
It is too easy and boring to do this
in a conventional fashion. I just do
not work like that. I do not want to
be one-dimensional, appealing to
the masses.
I am not a political cartoonist. 1
have no moral obligation or
responsibility to make a point
about government or politicians as
a whole. For the most part, I tend
to focus on the absurdities of our
University and our community. In
doing this, there will always be
those who disagree.
I find it absurd that our basketball coach has such poor commu-

nication skills. It is my job to
exploit that. I am not going to steer
away from it just because the subject is African-American. But
because he is African-American, it
is a hot topic and therefore a risk
to make light of.
I am not afraid to take risks with
my work. If I did not, my work
would provoke little thought and
would be absolutely meaningless.
My cartoon simply questioned the
guy's communication skills as
well as his ability to coach in an
inconspicuous fashion. An inconspicuous fashion always allows
for loose interpretation. I only
want to enlighten those who care
enough to think about what I am
trying to say.
Anyone who wants a "quick
fix" can tum to PoliceBeat. It is
straight and factual like a high
school education. College teaches
people to think for themselves and
my cartoons encourage this. I am
not trying to convince people of
anything with my work, just suggesting to them an alternate way
of perceiving the world and hopefully make them laugh in the

process. This alternate way often
conflicts with others' presuppositions about how things are done in
our fine little city of Murray.
There will always be those who
read way too much into things, no
matter what 1 do.
Coach Anderson has a presti •
gious position at our University
and I believe his vocabulary
should reflect that.
Perhaps the point of the cartoon
could have been better communicated, but there is nothing I can do
about that now.
I do not apologize for my cartoon; however, I do apologize for
inadvertantly creating something
that has escalated to the point
where it may harm the reputation
of Coach Anderson. Before it was
just a joke, but now it has become
so much more.
The cartoon has dictated awareness to the issues of racism, and
hopefully someone out there has
benefited from that.

Darin Shock is a cartoonist for "Tire
Murray State News."
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Oates, Higdon named $enior Man and Woman University hosts
BY

LOREE STARK

ED!TOII. IN CHIEF

Russ OATES
senior, Madisonville

SARAH HIGDON

senior, Fancy Farm

Russ Oates, geography and journalism major, and Sarah Higdon, public
relations major, were named the Ou tstanding Senior Man and Woman at
the Senior Breakfast on May 1.
Mike Young, assistant vice president
for Student Affairs, said a committee of
faculty members selected the Outstanding Senior Man and Woman.
"The pool of candidates comes from
those students who were selected for
Who's Who a semester before," Young
said.
Young said the committee tends to
consider campus involvement and ou tside activities as well as academic
standing.
"They (Oates and Higdon) showed
outstanding scholarship," Young said.
"They showed involvement outside of
their majors as well as within their
majors. They had some community service work."
Higdon, who spent the semester in
Washington, D.C. as a press officer

intern at the U.S. Department of Sta te
Office of Press Relations, said she
found out she had been selected after
receiving a call from Vice President of
Student Affairs Don Robertson while
at work.
Higdon, of Fancy Farm, said her
activities on campus and in the classroom were qualifications for her selection as Outstanding Senior Woman.
"I have tried to d o a variety of things
both for the benefit of myself and the
benefit of others," Higdon said.
Higdon said she she accepted a job
with Bannerman&: Associates consulting firm in Washington, D.C.
"It makes me proud to have been
chosen for this honor and I cannot
think of a better person to share it with
than Russ Oates," Higd on said.
Oates, of Madisonville, said his offcampus activities contributed to his
selection as Outstanding Senior Man.
Oates studied abroad in Regensburg,
Germany, in 1998 and took an internship in Washington, D.C., with the
National Geographic Society in the
spring of 2000.
Oates said these activities made it

;uosr~n~~:~::~~~ have much on-cam"I've been at the University for five
years and 1 know the University well,"
Oates said. "To be chosen as the outstanding senior man is an honor. Then
the realization that I had to speak
before 9,000 people at graduation set in
and that added a bit of nervousness."
After graduation, Oates plans to
work in Nashville as an Associated
Press editorial assistant. He said in the
future he plans to attend graduate
school.
"I definitely want to go back to graduate school at some point in my life,
but I'm content with making money
right now," Oates said.
Oates said his experience with working with students from other colleges
and universities, including Harvard
and Yale, made him believe the education he received at Murray State was
more than adequate.
Said Oates: "The education I've
received at Murray State would stack
up against any of those."

Enrollment not to be affected by recent events
BYJ ASON

YATES

STAFf WRITER

The bomb threats that caused
University officials to evacuate
campus Wednesday were just the
latest in a string of unfortunate
events that have plagued students
and administration this year.
One might think the rash of
faulty transformers, closing of a
residential college for repairs and
bomb threats would be enough to
drive prospective students away,
but some University officials say

the negative publicity should not
greatly affect enrollment.
Vice President of Student Affairs
Don Robertson said he has not
received any negative comments
from prospective students or parents concerning recent incidents.
"1 think it is important how you
respond to these incidents," he
said. "Closing the University
shows that safety is a major concern."
Robertson said Murray State's
strong rankings in "U.S. News and
World Report," strong retention

rates, success of grad uates and
various honors students receive
will continue to sell the University.
"You see these type of things
happen on several campuses,"
Robertson said. "The overall quality of the institution will prevail.
What has happened here is a
reflection of what has been happening in society."
Director of School Relations Paul
Radke said the foremost thing parents are concerned about is the
safety of their children. He said in
all honesty, Murray State is still

one of the safest environments.
''This situation was very unfortunate, but I think it is more of a
sign of the times than a reflection
of Murray State University,"
Radke said.
Robertson said his office is
preparing letters to send to parents summarizing the events from
the bomb threats.
He said a similar process was
used during the Hester College
fire in September 1998. The letters
are scheduled to go out this week.

"CA$H IN A FLASH"
We Tote The Note Auto Sales
Cars • Trucks • Guns • Knives • TV's
Stereos • Musical E q ui p ment • C o i ns
Jewelry • Stamps • B ase b all Car d s
Anti q ues • Mis c el la n e ous

753-7113

There are several other
activities leading up to the
Commencement
details Commencement ceremony.
will be reviewed at a meeting A cookout for Springertoday from 12:30 to 1 p.m. in Franklin College graduates
will be held at 5 p.m. ThursLovett Auditorium.
The 2001 commencement day at the intramural paviland investiture ceremony will ion. RSVP should be sent to
be held 10 a.m. Saturday in Jane Hal1 at 762-3585 or ethe Regional Special Events mailed to jane.hall@murCenter. Graduates will assem- raystate.edu.
The traditional Honors Day
ble at 9 a.m. outside the RSEC
Tables will be set up at Gate Ceremony is on Friday at 3:30
A for students to pick up their p.m. in the Curris Center Ballname cards and then line up room. Stephen Brown will
on the circle drive. Faculty play the Price Doyle Fine Arts
should congregate at 9:30a.m. Center's.lll-bell Schulmerich
Parking will be available in Carillon beginning at 3 p.m.
the Roy Stewart Stadium and a reception will follow
parking lot. Murray Transit the ceremony.
Clark College will host a
Authority vans will provide
free transportation to and dinner for their graduates at
from the lot to the RSEC 6:30 p.m. Friday in the Tbefore and after the ceremo- Room on the second floor of
ny. Seating will be on a first- the Curris Center. Guests are
come basis for family and invited. A $10 donation to
benefit the Clark Scholarship
friends.
Guests with disabilities will Fund may be paid at the
be directed to areas designat- door.
The annual Nursing Recoged for special seating. Two
nition
Ceremony will be at 7
companion seats will be availp.m.
Friday
in the Curris Cenable for each seat reserved for
ter
Ballroom.
The ceremony
a guest with a disability. For
additional information or to recognizes all nursing gradurequest specific accommoda- ating students.
The latest information
tions, contact Mary Ann Hargrove at 762-6465 or Shelley regarding commencement
2001 activities can be accessed
Todd at 762-5577.
Commencement will con- online at www.murray
clude with a reception for fac- state.edu.
Individual
questions
ulty, staff, graduates and
guests under the tents outside should be directed to the
of Gate B. The academic and provost's office at 762-3744 or
residential colleges are spon- graduation@murray
state.edu.
soring the reception.
STAFF REPORT

[g@
@[}Jjf?~@il
our AII-You '- Can-Ea t
~~......
Chinese Buf fet

Loans On An~tlainl Of Value

713 S. 12 St. Murray

graduation events

Bring your MSU Student I.D. a nd
receive I 0% off on our great
buffet ANYTIME!
located fn 01 m fc P lat:a •

9:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.

7S'1-4-bS3

Attention !ienior& & Juniors
Senior Send-Off Meetings, sponsored by the,·
Career Services Office, are set for Fall 2001!
Are you lo~king for an educational, yet fun
way to prepare for your career?
The career Services Office is looking for qualified,
responsible students to join the

Student Career Coordinators
program In Fall 200 I. You must hove at least 60
credit hours and a cumulative GPA of 2.80 to
apply. Responsibilities will include, but ore not
limited to the following:

*Meet & greet recruiters
*Assist with the implementation
of career fairs
*Give presentations to students
*Attend regular class meetings

I

~

More information will be available June I
Contact: Marlo Rhodes, Career Services
210 Ordway Hall, (270) 762-3803
marlo.rhodes@murraystate.edu

: L-----------------------------------------------------~----------~

DATE:

SENIORS:

JUNIORS:

Mon., Aug. 27
The., Aug. 28
Tue., Aug. 28
Wed., Aug. 29
Thu., Aug. 30
Fri., Aug. 31

5 p.m.
3 p.m.
8:30 p.m.
12:30 p.m.
4 p.m.
11:30 a.m.

5:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
9 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
12 p.m.

LOCATION:

Curris Center Theatre

These important meetings will include • Select one of
information on the following topics:
these times to
meet with
• GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
university
• STUDENT FINANCIAL AID
officials!
• LOANS/SCHOLARSHIPS For more information contact:
•
• GRADUATE SCHOOL
Career Services
• CAREER PLANNING
210 Ordway Hall
• JOB OPPORTUNITIES
762-3802

•

~
I
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University Police to add bicycle patrol unit
THE

BY JdoN BILLINGSLEY

UNIVERSITY
RECEIVED A

$4,500
FEDERAL
GRANT TO
INCREASE
CAMPUS
SAFETY WITH A
BICYCLE
PATROL UNIT,
WHICH IS
SCHEDULED TO
BEGIN IN THE
FALL

News EDITOR
Those who remember the USA Network
show "Pacific Blue," a show about bicycle
cops on the beach, will see Murray Stat~'s
own bicycle police patrol on campus in the
fall.
Univen>ity Police are establishing the bicycle patrol to increase police presence on campus and increase response times to various
calls.
A public meeting was held May 2 to dis·
cuss final plans for implementing a bicycle
division of the University Police force. A federal Local Law Enforcement Block Grant provided the $4,500 for the University to purchase equipment to increase campus safety.
University Police Sergeant Brian Addington said the department originally hoped to
have the force trained and ready for Freedom
Fest in July, but said Great Beginnings in the
fall was more likely.
Addington said he wanted to stress it
would be University Police, not the student
volunteers who make up Racer Patrol, who
will constitute the bicycle division.
"The difference between University Police
and Racer Patrol is an important one,"
Addington said. ''Racer Patrol are student
workers, just like student workers in any
other department. They are here to assist us,
check facility security, escort people on campus, and are our eyes and ears. ~t's nothing
more than a student security force."
Addington defined the University Police.
"The University Police, however, are full-

time, sworn police officers," he said. "We
often take a community-oriented approach
and try to interact with students anytime we
can, but when it comes to enforcement issues,
we take care of those seriously."
Murray Police Department Sgt. Melodie
Jones said the MPD had a bicycle patrol for
three years.
''When we first started riding downtown
and trying to perform our PR and enforcement at the same time, there in certain areas
where the kids hung out, yeah we got snickered and laughed at a bit," Jones said. "But
that stopped real quick after that first person
got arrested, busted or pulled over."
Addington said adding a bicycle division to
the University Police will provide more
approachability, more contact with students,
enhanced safety and faster response time
across campus. He said making potential
criminals more unsure if police were around
was a key to the program.
''Just that little thing in the back of a person's mind who believes there may be an
opportunity to commit a crime is going to
think there may not be that opportunity,"
Addington said. "It's not a big car with lights
on they have to look for."
Although this grant does not give money
for more officers, Addington said the department will use money from other grants, or
money allotted by the University to fund the
proper number of officers to make up the
force.
jones said many times the response would
be faster for a bicycle officer than an automo•

bile officer. She also said the bicycle officers
have an arrest rate as great or greater in cases
as automobile officers, and they can sneak up
on criminal suspects.
"We've had people sit there and talk to us
for 10 minutes and ask us, are you policemen," Jones said. "We tell them, yeah we are,
and you're busted. I see no real disadvantage
to this (force) because a lot of times, it bring~
people to us that are bike knowledgeable and
you develop a comfort feature."
Jones said bicycle patrol officers have to
leave for 40 to 80 hours of training during a
one- to two-week period and take a written
and physical exam. Jones said the exam "was
the most difficult test in her life." She said she
would help the officers learn the basics before
they left for the training.
In cases when the officers have to respond
to threats involving weapons, officers will
learn how to use their bicycles as a weapon
and their surrounding environment for concealment.
Addington said the bicycle officers would
also be more environmentaJJy and economically efficient than automobile officers. He
said an automobile officer costs between
$25,000 and $30,000 to fully equip, and a bicycle officer costs $1,500 to fully equip, with a
$200 average maintenance cost.
He said the bicycle patrol would be used at
big events like Freedom Fest and Homecom·
ing, and in the late evening/ early morning
hours when students are not focused as much
on classes and arc enjoying recreation, but
manpower will not allow the force to be out
24 hours a day.

Investigation
into student
shooting nears
conclusion
STAFF REPORT

Although the investigation jnto an
Elizabeth College resident's gunshot
wound is not closed, interim Director
of Public Safety Mittie Southerland said
she has no reason to believe the February incident did not involve a selfinflicted wound.
"There's not any indication that it's
anything else, but you can't close a case
like th.lt without going through the
prosecutors' office and getting everything back from the labs," Southerland
said. "So, that's the only reason it's lasted this long."
Justin Hull, freshman from Monticello, was transported from Elizabeth to
Murray-Calloway County Hospital,
and then to Lourdes Hospital in Paducah on Feb. 25 after he lost consciousness because of a gunshot wound.
Southerland said the Kentucky crime
lab returned its paraffin test results of
items such as the clothing and gun.
Her department also is seeking
advice from Commonwealth Attorney
Gale Cook on how to handle the case.
She said she expects the investigation
to be closed soon.

"The Murray State News"
wishes everyone a
WILDCAT CREEK RECREATION AREA
28 Wildcat Beach Road
Murray, KY 4207 1
Phone: 270-436-5628
Fax: 270-436-6128
Visit our Website
www. wildcat-creek.com

Camp Sites .........................................................................................................$ 19 per night
Day Use (picnic, swim, volleyball) .................................................................. $2 per person
Canoe Rental ........................................................................................ $25 per day or $8 per hour
GROUPS WELCOME--CALL FOR RESERVATIONS
Murra y State Student & Faculty Discounts for camping,
canoe rental & group gatherings (must show ID)
Located 3 miles south of Miller Golf Course on Hwy. 280

Tune-up your engines with
the right parts from

Murray Auto Parts, Inc.

1.75 LT George Dickel a
$23.99

1.75 LT Tangueray Gin
$33.99

1. 75 LT J&B Scotch
$35.98

1300 N. 12th St.
641 N.

Whiskey Willys $3.83

753-4424

1.75 LT Malibu Coconut
Rum $21.99
4 pk Jack Daniels
Cocktails $4.99
1.75 LT Kamora Coffee
Uqueur $19.99

1.75 LT Captain Morgan
Rum $19.99

VIDEO SUPER
STORE

• Over I 000 DVD's in stock!
• New arrivals weekly.
Movie World Now Has 2 Locations:
• 714 N . 12th St.
OCPenney Shopping

753-7670

1.75 LT Jim Beam 4
$20.97

Bud & Bud Lt. 24 - 12oz.
LNNR $17.41

1.75 LT Gordon's Vodka
$13.99

Sierra Nevada Pale Ale
6 pk $7.67

1. 75 LT Burnetts Vodka
$11.99

1.75 LT Friday's Pre-mixed
Cocktails $14.99

Many of your favorite classics and new releases!

•Murray Kroger

4 pk Seagrams Coolers
$4.62

1.75LT Makers Mark
$36.98
.
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Students make interesting neighbors
•

Editor's note: This is the last in n
series about the student impact ou
the Murray commuuity.
8Y MARCI OWEN
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Living among students
brings many interesting experiences to Murray residents.
"There are always problems
and always interesting experiences," Scott Arlie said.
Scott and his wife, Jayroe,
have lived in the house
between Elizabeth College and
the Baptist Student Union since
1954. Arlie was a Murray State
agriculture professor for about
35 years.
"When we first moved here,
there was nothing on this hill,"
Jayme said. "Across the street
where the Industry and Technology Building and the Curris
Center are located was a huge
plum thicket."
Jayroe said she and her husband were going to build a
house when they first moved to
Murray, but once they saw
their current residence, they
instantly loved the house.
"It was such a beautiful
house and so well built," Jayme
said. "When we first moved
here, though, this house wasn't
even a part of the city. It was in
the county and then annexed
into the city."
Despite all of the changes
and offers to buy the house,
including an offer from Murray
State's
home
economics
department interested in using
the house as a nursery school,
the Arlies said they never considered moving.
''We Just like living here,"
)a~c!flltt~~rWaS ~ to'hts
(&:ott) work, and our c'hllc:lren
went to the training school at
Murray State at the time."
During their time in Murray,

common

grouna

the Arlies said they have never
had any problems with students.
"Those students are the finest
neighbors anyone could have,"
Scott said.
"The students have helped us
keep an active lifestyle," Jayme
added.
Scott said they have always
had students they were close
to, in particular, members of
Alpha Gamma Rho, which
Scott helped establish when he
was a professor.
''For his (Scott) birthday this
year, he turned 81, the boys
from the fraternity brought
over a birthday cake and had
cake with him," Jayme said.
Scott and Jayme said they do
not think they will ever move
from their Chestnut Street
house.
Ryan BrookvThe News
''I think they'll just have to Scott and Jayme Arlie's bouse .sits at 1500 Chestnut St. while Elizabeth College casts an enormous shadow O\'er the bouse.
take me out feet first," Jayroe Engulfed in a sea of trees, the house is difficult to see while driving down Chestnut. The house, as well as its residents, the Arlie
said.
family, have seen tremendous changes, including the addition of the residential colleges that house their temporary neighbors.
While the Arlies are more
than pleased with their home the church for almost two
"We've had to have a car "Actually, there are many road as well as a DUI, and end
among the students, there are years, said although there is towed on a Sunday morning nights that I sit outside listen- up in her yard.
other Murray residents that often trash in the parking lot for being parked in a restricted ing to the music. It's just when
"I have kids," Hafner said.
have a sometimes difficult rela- when they arrive in the morn- zone," Rotterman said. "There bottles and trash arc thrown in
"It scares me when people are
tionship with the students they ing, the fraternity is pretty are sometimes cars parked here my yard that I get upset."
driving through the yard.
call neighbors.
good about working with the on Sunday, but they are never
Hafner said members of the They are out there playing."
The Immanuel Lutheran church.
really in the way. I'd say, in fraternities have said they
Hafner said although there
Church
shares
common
"I've only had to speak with general, we have had a good would dean the yard, but have
are
problems, the relationship
ground with the Lambda Chi them once about the trash in relationship with the fraterni- not done anything yet.
Alpha fraternity house.
the parking lot, and they came ty."
"What I usually do when I with her neighbors is generalDale Rotterman, the congre- right by and cleaned it all up,"
Shelia Hafner, who Jives get ready to mow is throw the ly positive.
gation chair, said because the Redmann said. "Since they've between the Alpha Gamma bottles back in their yards,"
Said Hafner: "One thing
church is often vacant, there put up the new fence, it hasn't Rho and Sigma Pi house~, said Hafner said.
about living here is 1 don' t
llfe'tta:rety problems with noise. been as bad with the trash and trash, along with people dn-. She said on Paul Bunyan Day have grumpy old neighbors
"There's a lot of parking and stuff."
•lng through her yara, have it ofteh becom'es n problem worrying aBbut my kids maktrash," Rotterman said.
Rotterman said the parking is been recurring problems.
when students drive back and ing noise because my neighTemporary Pastor James sometimes, but rarely, a prob"The music and the partying forth between the two fraterni- bors are noisier than they
Redmann, who has been with lem.
don't bother me," Hafner said. ty houses, trying to avoid the are."

Congratulatio
to these
Alpha Sigma
brothers
..J-board
John D . Son
Student: Ambassadors
Amit Shah
Tony Burba
Tim Stark
Jeremy Rodgers
Matthevv Forrest
Barrett Brovvn
John M cGehee
Josh Smith
Fall Orientation
Ben Bovvden
Tony Burba
Eric Espey
Adam Fuller
Josh Gibson
Matt Hatton
Brett Keohan
JW Lane
Mat t McArthy
John McGehee
Jeremiah McGuire
RA's
Shannon Reburn
Deri ck Vincent
Outstanding Advisor
Mike Young
Outstanding Senior Man
Russ Oates
MSU Cheerleading
Jeremy Rodgers
Richie M cC ierkin

The Gift, by JoBeth Robertson
Shakespeare at the Box Office:
Romeo & Juliet Go to Hollywood,
by Alyson English
The Balanced Scorecard: A Merging of Financial
and Nonfinancial Perspectives, by Melissa Baker
"Should Nurses Be Responsible for Modeling
Positive Health Behaviors?": Nurses as Role
Models for Healthy Behaviors,
by Lee Porter and Chassity Sanders-Dunn
Sleeping Sickness, by LeAnne Ashby
Precision Agriculture, by Brandon Barbre
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Can you find the five differences
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Well it's finals week again. I ' m trying my best, but my classes
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( Wal-Mart item )

---"7----~---C a 'n

( sport )
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Could you

and some extra cash to get

me through the week? You have to have - -..........,....,............----to fuel all
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night study sess i ons. Well off to_....,..__,..__-...,__ for a study group .
(place)
Your loving son / daughter,

(your name )
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'Edge' offers music diversity
BY WINDY M OHEAO
STAFF WRITER

"Beyond the Edge" is a mdio
program made to offer an alternative to alternative.
The show is designed to cover
an area of music in the 80's and
90's that is not usually played
much, Mark Welch, program
director of WKMS said.
"I'm really trying to redefine
what people call alternative
music/' Tracy Ross, operations,
sports and web coordinator for
Wl<MS, and disc jockey for the
show, said.
Ross said that he wanted to resurrect the show, which had been
off the air for about five years
beciluse the music he enjoyed did
not get any local air play.
''I'm a huge music fan and a bit
of a music critic and I wasn't
happy with the selection played

on local stations," Ross said.
Most of the music played on the
show is from Ross's own collection.
"It's more or less a two hour
mixed tape," Ross said.
Welch said that because of Ross'
expertise and enthusiasm about
this type of music, he was the
obvious choice for the OJ.
"He's a music nut and he has an
extensive collection," Welch said.
Ross said he prides himself on
the multi-faceted nature of the
program.
"If nothing else, I think I have a
diverse show," Ross said. "I've
played Nine inch Nails and Lyle
Lovett in the same set before."
The target audience has
changed drastically since the program first aired on Jan. 6, Ross
said.
"When 1 first started, I was programming for eight to 10 people,

but we've had responses from as
far away as California and Kansas
from people who have heard the
program on the internet," Ross
said.
Ross said that the p rogram has
received the most feedback in the
last month to six weeks.
The show has certainly attracted the devotion of an anonymous
fan that has been plastering the
campus with flyers abou t the
show.
"I don't know w ho did the flyers," Welch said. "But it wasn't
the radio station."
Above all, the show is targeted
for listeners who do not usually
hear their favorite music on the
radio.
"It's a show for the people,"
Ross said.
"Beyond the Edge" airs on
WI<MS 91.3, Saturday nights from
11 p.m.-1 a.m.

Festival Col} Dios provides students
~lternative concert atmosphere, events
BY EMILY BLACK
COLLEGE LIFE EDITOR

Although classes may be coming to an end this week, there is
still a reason to stay around Murray State this summer.
Festival Con Dios (Festival with
God), a traveling Christian music
festivill, will come to campus on
May 25.
"This is by far the biggest thing
happ~ning in Christian music
right now," said Shawn Dunnaway of W AAJ-FM, a Christian
radio station in Hardin and concert sponsor. "We are really fortunate to gt'l a date with them."
Festival Con Dios features
Chrbtian bands and other activities like rock climbing and
bungee·jump trampolines. Christian bands that are scheduled to

perform at Festival Con Dios are
The Newsboys, Audio AdrenaLine, The Supertones, Earthsuit,
Skillet, Benjamin Gate, T-Bone,
Cadet, Superchick and The Elms.
This year's festiva l wiU also contain an extreme sports showcase
featuring skateboarding and
motor sports.
Dunnaway said Murray is
lucky to have Festival Con Dios
come to this area. Although the
fe~tival travels around the country, the closest location to Murray
the bands will play is in Joplin,
Mo. Dunnaway said that he has
received phone caUs from prople
interested in the concert from as
far away as Cincinnati, Louisville
and Lexington.
Festival Con Dios will be held in
the Roy Stewart Stadiumparking
with non-musicial events set up

around the main stage. Dun naway said abou t 35 ten ts would
be set up in the parking lot for the
different events, and a light show
also will take p lace at the festival.
The concert will start at 4 p.m. and
last approximately six hours.
Although the festival does primarily feature Christian artists
and activities, anyone who is
interested is encouraged to come
to the festival.
"This type of event reaches a
different kind of crowd because of
the atmosphere," said Mark
Whitt, Baptist Student Unioncampus minister. "I hope Murray will
support it as a community."
Ticket prices are $20 in advance,
$22 at the door and $18 for groups
of 10 or more. Tickets are available
at most area Christian bookstores,
including the New Life Christian
Bookstore in Murray.
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The Sisters of Alpha Delta Pi would like to congratulate
our new initiates: Kelly Bass, Darla Mars, Amanda Merritt,
Kellie Rahija and Heather Tyree
Congrats to our Fall "0 " Leaders: Melissa Arnold,
Kelly Bass, Allison Clark, Jennifer Gourley,
Leslie Haviland and Lacey Robertson
Outstanding Freshman Award • Jessica Fletcher
Outstanding Sophomore Award • Jennifer Gourley
Outstanding Junior Award • Jessica Byassee
Outstanding Senior Award • Angela Satterlee
Outstanding Alpha • Jessica Fletcher
Outstanding Delta • Leslie Haviland
lives by the Creed Award • Angela Roark
110°/o Award • Usa Snyder
Diane Beck Jones Loyalty Award • Susanne Key
We would also like to congratulate our graduating seniors:
Amy Burgess, Ashley Burgess, Jean Hiter, Mary Howard,
Beth Kurtz, Susanne Key, Kari McDonnough,
Angela Roark and Angela Satterlee
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Campus coffee shop closes doors after 20 years
BYM ELISSA STONEBERGER
STAFF WRITER

Ed Hudgins is about to lose
8,000 children.
Hudgins, owner of Mr. Ed's
Campus Coffee Shop on15th
Street, said leaving the students
will be the hardest part of closing
the coffee shop and retiring after
almost 20 years on campus.
When Hudgins gets to sleep in
on Friday morning, there will be
only one thing he will miss: his
kids.
"I'm sad for the students," he
said. " I'm going to miss them."
The shop, which opened on
June 1, 1981, has kept the same
menu since the beginning.
The shop was originally called
"Campus Coffee Shop." "Mr.
Ed" was added a few years after
the shop opened.
Hudgins said a few employees
started calling him "Mr. Ed."
After a while, customers began
calling him that also. The name
has changed, but Hudgins said
the students always stay the
same.
"They're just carefree," he
said. "They don't follow fads."
Hudgins said he enjoys working with college students
because they always accept each
other and he has not had many
problems with them.

"I've dealt with towns people
and I've dealt with college students, and the college student is
the better custom er," Hudgins
said.
Hudgins said during his time
in b usiness, he has never had one
mark of graffiti on the restroom
walls and has had Jess than 20
checks returned to him.
"The customers are just as
important as the shop itself," he
said.
He said students treat each
other better than many adults,
and that lessons could be learned
from their examples.
"If they're fortunate enough to
carry that through the rest of
their life, they will be successful," he said.
Hudgins said the restaurant
has always been open with the
University's schedule, excluding
last summer, when Hudgins
decided to take some time off.
Normally, the shop is in synch
with the students' schedule. For
instance, when students got two
days off for a bomb threat on
campus, the coffee shop employees also got time off.
Hudgins said he was not sure
what to expect when he opened
the shop, but he could not have
gotten a better job.
"I didn't get into the business
to make money," he said. "I got
into it to make a living. I couldn't

have expected it to be any better
than this."
Jennifer Whitmer, senior from
Hopkinsville, said she will miss
the shop.
"I love the coffee shop," she
said. "I've been coming here for
years."
Whitmer said the shop is a
good gathering place for students.
"Most people come in here to
get a cup of coffee, see people
they haven't seen in a while and
study," she said.
Despite the fact he will leave
his kids, Hudgins said it is time
to retire.
"I won't miss getting up at 4:30
in the morning," he said. "I'm
going to throw that alarm clock
away on Thursday because I
won't have to get up on Friday
morning."
Hudgins said this will give
him time to build and sell classic
cars and street rods, which are
his hobby.
Becky Carr, who manages the
coffee shop for Hudgins, said he
deserves the time off.
"This gives him a chance to to
do what he wants to do," she
said.
Carr said Hudgins treats his
employees like family and he
will be missed.
"He will be missed not only
from customers, but from

employees as well," she said.

Saturdays to open In
coffee shop's place
Despite his retirement, Hudgins, who own the building
where the shop is located will be
leasing the space.
"A 20-year tradition has ended
and a new one is about to begin,''
he said.
The shop and apartments
above it will be leased to
Nashville resident Jody Speight,
who will open Saturdays, a bar
and grill, in the same spot.
Speight, who grew up in Murray, said Saturdays will open in
early June to serve food. Speight
said alcohol sales will begin
when the restaurant liquor
license is approved.
Speight said the restaurant
will be completely remodeled
and a bar will be constructed.
"We're really excited about
getting in there," he said. "It will
be a little different than what's
out there right now."
Other than alcohol, Speight
said the menu will have a few
additions, but most of the usual
coffee shop items will be available.
"We want a place near campus
with casual food and casual dining," he said.

Emily Black/The News

Mr Ed's Campus Coffee Shop, a favorite dining place of students, will close its doors after 20 years of business on T hursday.
But for students worried
about the atmosphere that alcohol can bring to the restaurant,
Carr and Hudgins both said
many attitudes will stay the
same.
Carr will help manage Saturdays and assures the restaurant
will not lose its quality.
"The alcohol shouldn't make a
difference during the day,'' Carr
said.
Carr said because she was
trained under Hudgins, the
cooking will be basically the
same.

"I'll still be patting out the best
burgers in town," she said. "I'll
try my best to keep it the same
old coffee shop with a different
name."
For a couple days, students
can still get a taste of 20 years"
worth of flavor and atmosphere
before it is gone.
For Hudgins, these last few
days are a chance to congregate
with the students he loves.
Said Hudgins with a big smile:
"It's been a hoot, I'll tell you that
much."

Congratulations Russ Oates!
You're our Man of th.e Year too!
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Why is TIAA-CREF the
#1 choice nationwide?
The TIAA-CREF
Advantage.
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And for good reasons·

THE TIAA..CREF
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managed funds
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Go with the leader TIAA-CREF.
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Baseball regains
unpredictability
Only one month of the 2001 Major League Baseball season has passed and there has already been enough craziness to last sports fans through October. None of last
year's division winners have started well, each division
has had perennial cellar-dwellers as its leader and Rick
Ankiel has become the poster-child for on-again, off-again
pitching performances. In addition, the Texas Rangers, the
team that decided to pay one player more than $250 million, sprinted out to a mediocre start. None of this means
much yet, but who knows what the rest of the season
could hold for these teams and players?
April provided some positive highlights. Hideo Nomo,
now suiting up with the Boston Red Sox, kicked off his
season with a no-hitter and almost repeated the feat his
second time out. Arizona Diamondbacks' outfielder Luis
Gonzalez earned the record for most home runs in the
month of April with 13. St. Louis Cardinals' rookie Albert
Pujols has exceeded everyone's expectations in every facet
of the g~e, and could become the game's next big star if
his excellent play continues.
Last season, the Minnesota Twins, Chicago Cubs and
Philadelphia Phillies all finlshed at or near the bottom of
their respective divisions. In April, all three were in first
place in their divisions for most or all of the month. None
of the three teams is a serious contender for post-season
play, but the teams that made the playoffs last season
(Chicago White Sox, St. Louis, New York Mets and Atlanta
Braves) have struggled.
Sports Talk
The Oakland Athletics and
defending champion New York Yankees can also be added to the ranks of
the slow-starters. The Yanks' pitching
staff has been suspect so far, and the
A's have just been atrocious overall.
New York, of course, has that uncanny
ability to find one or two old and grizzled veterans sitting on their couch at
home and tum them into post-season
j USTIN
heroes. Oakland doesn't, and it's startMcGILL
ing to look like last season was a fluke
for them.
" APRIL
All of this, in my mind, is someBROUGHT BACK what overshadowed by the way shortONE ASPECT OF stop Alex Rodriguez and the rest of the
THE GAME THE Texas Rangers have begun their season. A-Rod signed a farce of a contract
LEAGUE HAS
with Texas, leaving the team with just
BEEN SORELY ,enough money tq Sf~ Andres Galarraga and Ken Caminiti, but no signifiMISSING FOR
cant pitchers. The result has been a
SOME TIME:
lackluster start and the retirement of
UNPREDICTABIU- manager Johnny Oates. Chances are ARod's contract will keep the Rangers
lY."
out of playoff contention until the contract either runs out or is restructured
(don't hold your breath on A-Rod taking a pay cut).
• The Seattle Mariners have left an indelible mark on the
season so far. The team that in the last few seasons lost
superstars Randy Johnson, Ken Griffey Jr. and Rodriguez
won 20 of its first 24 games. Pardon my laughter, but I find
that hilarious. Johnson is putting up Cy Young-type numbers for an Arizona team that can't get over the hump,
Junior cannot stop getting injured in Cincinnati and ARod could take his money and buy Texas before the
Rangers become a contender. Something tells me Seattle
cannot stop laughing either.
The saddest story comes from St. Louis. Rick Ankiel, the
shining prince of the Cardinals' pitching staff last season,
began the season with a spectacular performance in Arizona. After that, the wheels were loosened. They did not
completely fall off, but they could soon.
On a positive note, Ankiel has not been bruising the
backstop like he was in the 2000 playoffs. Still, a pitcher
has to throw strikes in the big leagues and he hasn't done
that too well this year. A trip to the minor leagues could be
in his future, but that might not be what he needs. It could
be what the Cardinals need, especially if they plan to win
their division this season.
April brought back one aspect of the game that the
league has been sorely missing for some time: unpredictability. The majority of non-New Yorkers get tired of
seeing the Yankees bowl through the league every year on
their way to the World Series. I can't say that I'm looking ·
forward to a possible Philadelphia-Minnesota championship series, but at least it would be something different.

Justin McGill is the sports editor for "The Murray State News."

Track earns five first ·place
finishes at Twilight Invitational
Babbage
takes first
in two events
8v KEviN THOMAS
AssisTANT SPORTS EDITOR

The men's and women's track and
field teams won first place in five
events at the unscored MSU Twilight
Invitational at Roy Stewart Stadium on
April28.
Jerry Babbage, senior from Hopkinsville, won the 110-meter high hurdles in 14.8 seconds and was part of
the winning 4.x100 meter relay team.
"I only ran in the 110-meter high
hurdles and the 4x100 meter relay, so
to win both was an overall confidence
boost for the OVC Ownpionships,"
Babbage said.
Jeremy Burkeen, freshman from
Benton, won the S,OOO..meter run in
15:35.86. Teammates Ryan Davis,
junior from Collierville, Tenn., and
Devin Wilbur, sophomore from Wakeman, Ohio, finished second and third
in the event.
"It was good for us as a team to finish well on the 5,000-meter run."
Wilbur said.
Paul Morby, freshman from Murray,
won the men's 800-meter run with a
time of 1:55.14. The MSU men's 400meter relay team won with a time of
42.44.
Justin Watts, freshman from Harrodsburg, finished second in the men's
400-meter hurdles with a time of 56.48.
Jeremy Kirk. junior from Aloha, Ore.,
finished second in the men's 1500meter run with a time of 4:04.86.
Joe Davis, sophomore from
Gilbertsville, narrowly finished second
in the men's 3,{)()0-meter steeplechase
with a timeof9:51.80. In the men's shot
put, Brian Knippen, freshman from
Delphos, Ohio, finished third.
In the men's javelin throw, Garrett
sophomore
from
Middleton,
Nashville, lll., finished second. In the
men's discus, Middleton and Knippen
finished second and third, respective-

Photos by Ryan Brooks/
The News

ly.
Emily Herndon, junior from Boring,
Ore., won the women's 3,()()(}-meter
steeplechase with a time of 11:46.56.
Chantal Curtis, freshman from Murray, finished third in the women's tOOmeter dash with a time of 12.34. Curtis
again placed third in the women's 200meter dash, behind teammate Joan
Lettman, freshman from Murray, who
finished second.
In other women's action, Susan
Beraun, freshman from Bowling
Green, finished third in the 5,000 meter
dash with a time of 21:03.06. Shanah
,Zigler, freshman from Franklin, Tenn.,
finished second in the women's pole
vault and her teammate Shelly Henshaw, sophomore from Utica, finished
third.
Teams including Arkansas State,
Austin Peay, Memphis, Middle Tennessee, Southeast Missouri, TennesseeMartin and Tennessee State competed
in the unscored event.

(Above) Devon Terry, sophomore from Benton, Ill.• competed in the 100-meter high
hurdles at the meet, finishing
sixth (15.89 seconds).
'

(Left) Jay Matheny, sophomore from Mayfield, prepares
to launch his shot put attempt
at the Racer Invitational April
28 at Roy Stewart Stadium.

Hedley, women's golf finish second in conference
StephanJe Baskey,
sophomore from
Mount Sterling,
turned In a top-tO
fi nish at the Ohio
Valley Conference
Women's Golf
Championships in
Clar ksville, Tenn.,
April 27 to 29. MSU
finished second overall.
Karri Rubeck/The News

BY TIM ALSOIROOKS
STAFF W~ITER

Cuyler Hedley and the women's golf team do not think the
number two is so terrible because
both placed second on April27 to
29 at the Ohio Valley Conference
Women's Golf Championship in
Clarksville, Tenn.
Murray State finished the
three-day event with a final score
of 948 with the help of a 308 in
the final round on Sunday. The
score was good enough for second behind Tennessee Tech
(932).
Head Coach Velvet Milkman
said her team did a fine job at the

OVC Championships.
"Of course we are disappointed not to come away with first
place, but we fought hard," Milkman said. "The course gave us
some fits on some occasions and
we had a couple of tough
rounds."
Host Austin Peay finished
third in the meet with a score of
951, followed by Eastern Kentucky at 958 and Eastern Illinois
at 971. Along with Hedley, MSU
golfers Tina Marshall, senior
from Georgetown, and Stephanie
Baskey, sophomore from Mount
Sterling, finished in the top ten.
As the team's only senior, Marshall competed in her last event.

"Part of me is happy and part
of me is sad," Marshall said. "I
have been golfing for a long time
and perhaps I am ready for a
break and to move on, but the
other side will sure miss it this
time next year."
Hedley,
freshman
from
Cobourg, Ontario, shot 74-74·77,
for a final score of 225. This put
her in second place and only
three strokes behind Austin
Peay's Amanda Phillips.
"1 was shocked and not really
expecting to ha\'e that kind of
tourney because lately l haven't
been playing well," Hedley said.
"I think I went in with the mentality of nothing to lose, and it

must have cased the pressure."
The OVC finals marked the
end of the season, but Milkman
said the team \·vill be in good
shape for next year.
"We've had a good year and l
look for this to be like a stepping
stone for us in the future," Milkman said. "One thing that a second place finish will do is boost
your confidence for next year
and make you hungry for a title."
Hedley said she is hopeful for
the team's future.
Said Hedley: "We have a good
team and a young team, and the
best part is when you start to
gain experience you can only get
better nnd better."
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Racen sign Atlanta Metro
shooting guard Henderson
Antonio Henderson, a 6-foot-1
guard from Lincolnton, Ga., signed a
national letter of intent to play basketball at Murray State on Friday. "The
Sporting News" rated Henderson
the third best junior college shooting
guard in the nation and "Basketball
News" ranked him fifth nationally.
Henderson averaged 28 points and
7.9 rebounds for Atlanta Metro Community College his sophomore year
(1999-2000), shooting 48 percent
from three-point range and 90 percent from the free-throw line. Henderson did not play basketball last
season, electing to focus on academics.

Thoroughbreds squeak past
Indiana Southeast 12-11
The Thoroughbreds defeated Indiana Southeast (26-23) by a score of 1211. The ' Breds fell behind early and
had to battle back throughout the
game. Starting pitcher Preston Hesley,
senior from Paducah, gave up nine
runs in two and one-third innings,
putting the 'Breds down 9-4 after three
innings.
Relief pitching from Kyle Perry,
freshman from Benton, throughqut the
remainder of the game kept the 'Breds
in reaching distance. Perry improved

ovc Baseball
Standings
(through May 7)
OVC Overall
ETU
SEMO

17-0
14-4
MSU
10-8
TIU
9-9
EKU
7-10
APSU
7·11
Morehead 7-14
UT-Martin 3-18

31-15
33-14
28-21-1
25-27
20-27
26-27
18-33
7-43

,;t:'l.elill •

his record to 5-1 with the victory.
Three RBis by outfielder Josh Ridgeway, senior from Lander, British
Columbia, and first baseman Brett
McCutchan, sophomore from Evansville, Ind., helped the 'Breds earn the
win.
The 'Breds' three runs in the bottom
of the eighth and defense in the top of
the ninth sealed the win to improve
their record to 27-18-1. McCutchan
scored on a wild pitch in the bottom
of the eighth to start the three-run
inning.

Volleyball team adds tour
new playen to 2001 roster
The volleyball team added four
players for the 2001 season. Kristen
Jones from Ventura, Calif., Lindy
Northcutt from San Joaquin, Calif.,
Kim Cappa from Lafayette, Ind., and
Cassandra Ersel from Watertown,
Wis., will join the Racers, who finished with a record of 10-16last year.
Jones, a junior transfer from Ventura College, is an outside hitter who
ranked ninth .i n digs in California
community colleges with 4.13 per
game. Northcutt, also a junior transfer, is an outside hitter. Last season
she was ranked third among California community colleges with 1.00
aces per game. Cappa will be a freshman and joins the Racers after play-

Athletics Schedule

OVC Basebal Schedule
Todoy
Western ktnlucky •t E.~e<n Kentucky. 2

Meol'tT...,it

pm.

S.I\II1Uy " Ubnab (NCAA 0\Ampi·
onohJpl. ftrwt round). 10 a 11\.

S.llmla7

w-·.r.....&.

Soulhta.r ~~~ •• l!Miem Ullnoia (dh),
I p.m.
T..,.,.,._Martln at Soullwm Ollnoia (dh),
2pm

Eastem Kcnrucky at Auolin Puy (dh),
2 pm.

S.tvrday at VandefbUt (NCAA Ch.tmpi·

onthiPto ""' round). 2 p m

laMINIII
S.I\II1Uy at T - Tech (dh}, 2 p.m.

Sunday at TftlllellftTech.2 p.m

MumyStaoeatT-Ttd>ldh), 'lp.m.
Georgt Wulllngton 11 M.mlwd SW. (dh),
2p.m.

ing for the Circle City Club, a prominent national club. Ersel, who will
also be a freshman, will contribute as
a setter.

Rugby wins final game of 2001

46-17 over Western Kentucky
The rugby team finished their
spring season with a win over Westem Kentucky by a score of 46-17. The
team finished with a record of 5-4.
Scoring for the rugby team were
Geoffrey Gainford, senior from
Belize, with two tries, one penalty
kick, four PAT's (21 points); Jeremy
Baker, senior from Morganfield, two
tries (10 points); Timmy Thompson,
senior from Murray, with one try (five
points); Justin French, freshman from
Puryear, Tenn. one try (five points);
and Abdalla El Banan, junior from
Murray, one try (five points).

Men's crew team finishes
eighth overall at SIRA event
The men's crew team competed at a
Southern Intercollegiate Rowing
Association regatta last week in Oak
Ridge, Tenn., which is the largest
regatta the team participates in each
year.
The team earned a spot in a heat one
semifinal race by turning in a time of
7 minutes, 37.55 seconds in the preliminaries.

2001 Racer Footbal
Schedule
Srpt. I II Oie MIA 6 p.m.
Sq>l 8 ILLINOL<; STA Til 6 p.m
Sq>L 15 NORTH ALABAMA 6 p.m.
5rpt. 22 •• Sou
llhn<>is 1:30 pm.

men

!iepL 2'10Pt.N
O.:t. 6 at T,..,_ Tee~ 2 p.m
Oct 13 I!ASn:RN KI'NTUCKY 3 p.m.
Ocl 20 •t 5outlwlfl MlltoUri 1 p.m.
OcL 270PEN

NOY.J at TtnS10te 1:30 p.m .
Nov. 10 11!NNESSEE·MART1N D Op.m.
NO¥. 17 at F.nb!m lllulolt 1:30 p.m.
(HOCI'W' pma in ALL CAl'S)

Su~
~ Washlnglon at ~ State.

noon

S®tt-1 M-.ari ol " - " ' llllnalt. I p.m.
T-M.trtln atSoutlwm I~
1 p.m.
Ealefn ICtfthlcky 11 Allllill P•y. 2 p.m.

MunaySt.olratT-Ttdl.2p.m.

,,t 1

The team earned a position in the
petite fina ls with a time of 7:54.30 in
the heat one race. The team finished
second in the finals with a time of
7:33.71 and finished eighth overall.
The boat comprised of team captain
Kelly McDaniel, Senior from Union
City, Tenn.; Tom Cecil, junior from
Newburgh, Ind.; Todd Wilson, sophomore from Kennet, Mo.; Eric Lambert,
sophomore from Louisville,; and
Chris Williams, sophomore from
Mad isonville.

Volleyball coach Schwepker
announces birth of son
Volleyball Head Coach David
Schwepker and his wife Kendra
announced the birth of their son, Luke
Charles, on May 5 at 8:55 p.m. at the
Jackson Purchase Medical Center in
Mayfield.
The baby weighed 6 pounds 2
ounces, measured 18-1/2 inches long,
and is Schwepker's second son.
Schwepker, a native of St. Charles,
Mo., and a 1987 graduate of Southeast
Missouri State, will begin his fourth
season at MSU this fall. MSU finished
the 2000 season with a 10-15 record (880VC).

Sports Briefly is compiled by Assistant
Sports Editor Kevin Thomas.
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Thoroughbreds lose two games
in pivotal conference matchup
STAFF REPORT

Three victories away from clinching a 30win season, the Thoroughbreds lost three
of four games last week, including two
important Ohio Valley Conference contests
against Austin Peay.
On May 2, MSU lost 11-2 at Belmont. The
'Breds feU behind 2-Q after one inning but
tied the score in the third on a single by designated hitter Ronnie Seets, sophomore
from Harrisburg, m., and a sacrifice fly by
first baseman Brett McCutchan, sophomore
from Evansville, Ind.
Belmont pitcher Cody Fisher held MSU
scoreless through the remainder of the
game while Belmont plated nine more runs
to clinch the win. Preston Hesley, senior
from Paducah, was credited with the loss
(3-3).
In the first game of a Saturday doubleheader, the 'Bred.s led against APSU for
much of the contest. McCutchan and .second baseman Todd Satterfield, junior from
Henderson, each drove home a run to give
MSU a 2-Q lead after two innings. The MSU
lead was 2-1 in the sixth inning when APSU
scored three times. APSU added another
run in the seventh.
Aaron
Russelburg, JUmor from
Hawesville, allowed three earned runs on

five ruts, striking out five batters in five and
two-thirds innings and was credited with
the loss (6-4).
The 'Breds had their highest run output
of the weekend in the second game Saturday in an 8-2 victory. Seets rut his second
home run of the season in the third inning,
giving MSU a 3..() lead.
Hesley (4-3) pitched a complete game
and struck out seven batters.
APSU wasted no time in taking the
advantage of Sunday's nine-inning contest,
leading 12-Q after five innings. Infielder
Preston Weatherly, senior from Murray,
went 3-for-4 at the plate with two RBis for
the 'Breds, but APSU won the game 14-3.
Jesse Rhoades, freshman from Owensboro, was credited with the loss (5-3),
allowing four earned runs in two and onethird innings.
The 'Bred.s now have .a 28-21-2 record
including a 10-8 mark in OVC play and will
travel to Tennessee Tech this weekend for
the final OVC series of the season. ITU lost
three OVC games last week. keeping MSU
one game ahead of them in the OVC standings. The No. 1 seed in the tournament has
been secured by undefeated Eastern Tilinois
and SEMO has clinched the No. 2 seed. The
'Breds can take the No. 3 seed with two
wins against TTU.

Tennis learns first round foes
from Owensboro, are the other team mem-

STAFF REPORT

bers.
The men's and women's tennis teams
will compete in the NCAA championship
tournament for the first time in Murray
State history on Saturday.
The men's team will face regional host
University of illinois at 10 a.m. Sunday.
The winner will take on the winner of the
other regional match between Mississippi
Stilte and Middle Tennessee State. The
regional championsrup match will be Sunday at a time to be determined. Men's
Head Coach Mel Purcell said rus team has
as good of a chance to win as anyone.
"We just have to believe we can play,"
Purcell said. "Our No. 1 through 4 (players) will have to step up to the plate like
they have all year. Plus, we'll have to win
the doubles point and then battle them in
singles."
The men's team is Jed by Ohio Valley
Conference Player of the Year Nikola
Aracic, junior from Aha us, Germany. Thiago Gondim, junior from Fortaleza, Brazil,
will play at the No. 2 position. Alex Sundsten, senior from Sandefiord, Norway;
Alex Hoyem, freshman from Oslo, Norway; Zakaria Bahri, freshman from Meknes, Morocco; and jordan Yeiser, freshman

The women's team, competing in the
first ever NCAA Championsrup for MSU
women's athletics, will play host Vanderbilt at 2 p.m. Florida International University will play Penn State in the other
regional match. The two winners will meet
in the regional championsrup match Sunday at noon.
Women's Head Coach Connie Keasling
is pleased with the location of MSU's first
match.
"We have practiced there before, prior to
the OVC Tournament, at their courts, and
sometimes we play the OVC there, so it
won't feel like we're anywhere new,"
Keasling said. "It's dose enough so our
players' friends can come down and our
fans and supporters can also make the trip
pretty easily."
MSU's No. 1 women's player is Melissa
Spencer, freshman from Roswell, Ga. The
rest of the team members are Erica Heshalman, sophomore from Rockton, Ill.; KerryLea Glass, junior from Alpharetta, Ga.;
Cheryl Graham, sophomore from
Peachtree City, Ga.; Maria Alonte, junior
from Milwaukee, Wis.; and Annette Steen,
sophomore from Oslo, Norway.
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MSU men finish fourth, women ninth
in conference track championships
STAFF REPORT

Murray State hosted the Ohio Valley
Conference Outdoor Track and Field
C hampionships May 5 and 6 at Roy
Stewart Stadium. Eastern Illin ois dominated the men's competition and Tennessee State won the women's title.
MSU finished fourth in the men's
competition with 8 1 points. EIU
earned 269 points in their win, followed by Southeast M issouri (200),
Eastern Kentucky (84.50), MSU, TSU
(74.50) an d Morehead State (21).
TSU earned 128.50 points to win the
women's championship. SEMO finish ed second (122), followed by Austin
Peay (115.50), EKU (93), EIU (85.50),
Morehead (46), Tennessee Tech (39),
Tennessee-Martin (36) and MSU
(35.50).
David Bowersox, junior from
Owensboro, earned MSU's best male
individual finish with a second p lace
pole vault of 15 feet. Bowersox also finished four th in the javelin (50.74
meters).
Brian Knippen, freshman from
Delphos, Ohio, finished third in shot
put (15.77 meters), sixth in discus (45.8
meters) and sixth in javelin (48.25
meters). Garrett Middle ton, sophomore from Nashville, Ill., finished
third in discus (48.09 meters), seventh
in javelin (46.22 meters) a nd eigh th in
s hot put (13.87 meters). Jay Matheny,
sophomore from Mayfield, finished
fifth in discus (45.99 meters) and sixth
in shot put (14.54 meters).
The best MSU female finish came
from Kylee Lyon, junior from London,
Ontario, who finished second in
javelin (36.46 meters). Lyon also finished 16th in shot put (9.83 meters).
Adriane Mayes, junior from Southfield, Mich., finished fourth in triple
jump (11.67 meters). Natalie Chandler,
junior from St. M ichael, Barbad os, finished fifth in high ju mp (1.62 meters).
Emily Herndon, junior from Borin g,
O re., finished sixth in the 10,000 meter
run (40:20.24), sixth in the 3,000 meter
steeplechase (11:51) and 11th in the
5,000-meter run (19:34.64). Amy
Williams, senior from Carmi, ill., finished seventh in shot put (12.37
meters) and eighth in discus (36.02
meters).

1-800-GO-GUARD
KY NATIONAL GUARD

Ryan Brook!/The News

Mario Riley, sophomore from Colorado Springs, Colo., prepares for takeoff
during the Racer Invitational April 28-29 at Roy Stewart Stadium.
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Thoroughbreds third in OVC MSU rodeo team to send 10
BY JusTIN M cGttL
SPORTS EDITOR

In 1999, Thoroughbreds Coach
Mike Thieke led the team to a 3025-1 season. Jt was the first time
Murray State won 30 games since
1981, the middle of the Johnny
Reagan coaching era.
Thieke and the 'Breds set out
to return to the 30-win plateau
after finishing 20-31 last year.
Prior to MSU's April 25 game at
Belmont, MSU was three games
away from accomplishing that
goal.
"This is a hungry club," Thieke
said. "This club has met or is
about to meet every goal they've
set for themselves. One of those
goals was to win 30 games. We're
at 27 right now and we still have
a chance to reach that goal. We
feel like we will by the time we
get to the tournament."
The 'Breds were 28-20-1 (10-7
in Ohio Valley Conference
games) following a loss to Belmont and a win and two losses in
a series against Austin Peay this
weekend. With three OVC games
against Tennessee Tech remaining on the schedule, MSU has the
mathematical possibility of finishing anywhere from second to
seventh in the OVC.
The 'Breds intend to continue
playing at a high le\'el for the
remainder of the season, e:.pecially defensively, to prepare
them for the OVC Tournament
from May 16 to 19 in Paducah.
"We've been working hard on
our defense the last couple of
days in practice," said Ronnie
Seets, sophomore third baseman/designated hitter from Harrisburg, Ill. "I think that's going
to be key in the tournament . Our
offense is good. We know we're
going to hit. If we just make the
plays I think we'll go far."
Brett McCutchan, sophomore
first baseman from Evansville,

Ind., echoed Seets' statements.
"We know that if we make the
routine plars defensively that we
can win the tournament,"
McCutchan said. "We've got a lot
of confidence that we're going to
win the rest of our games this
year."
The 'Breds had a .947 fielding
percentage and had committed
90 errors before the game against
Belmont. Thieke has faith in
MSU's pitching staff, but said the
team has to improve defensively.
"We feel like this year we'll
have enough pitching depth for
us to be a contender, but we don't
have enough strikeout pitchers to
overcome a .940 fielding percentage/' Thieke said. "No one does."
Thieke .said the 'Breds have to
field .960 to be a ch.1mpionship
team and that defense is the key
to being a contender next year.
Much of Thieke\ faith in his
pitchers is due to the strong performance of No. 1 starter Aaron
Russelburg,
junior
fro~
1-bwesville. Russelhurg leads the
'Breds in wins (6), earned run
a\'erage (3.76), innings pitched
(76.2), strikeouts (68) and has
held opposing hitters to a .214
batting average.
"He is truly a success story in
that he came here not as a highly
touted pitcher, but he had a great
arm and he knew how to throw,"
Thieke :,aid. "Aaron has really
worked h,ud and has becomt• a
better pitcher each year. His stuff
ha-. improved, but how he puts
his stuff together to get hitters
out has improved as much as
anyone l\·e ever coached."
Russelburg attributed part of
his success to MSU's hitters. As a
team, the 'Breds are batting .310
and have dri\'en in 31 more runs
than their opponents.
"We've got good hitters and
that helps me out a lot," Russelburg said. "I'll just keep trying to
throw strikes and pick up my

May Musit: Madness

Wed., May 9
College Night

teammates when they need . me
and they'll pick me up when I
need them."
McCutchan and Seets have
been MSU's offensive leaders this
season. Both have kept their bat·
ting averages near .350 all season
and are the team's top two run
producers. "l11ieke expl'cted them
to be team leaders, but not necessarily soon,
"'I here Me some guys that h.wc
performed about where we
thought they would and there are
a couple of guys that are ahead of
pace," Thicke said. "McCutchan
is one of those guys."
McCutchan's hard work in the
weight room has caust!d him to
perform better than originally
expected, Thieke said. l-Ie expected McCutchen to put up this
year's numbers next season.
"Ronnie Sects is about on target of where we thought he'd
be," 'Inieke s.1iJ. "We knew he
was going to be a great Murray
State player, OVC player and
Div1sion I player, but we didn't
know when. He's shown some
signs of being an outstanding
player and some signs that he's
just il sophlHnore, which is very
typical."
In addition to becoming better
defensively, Thieke s.1id he has to
replan~ five seniors next seasonPreston Hesley, pitcher from
Paducah; Preston Weatherly,
infielder from Murray; Josh Ridgway, outfielder from Lander,
British Columbia; John David
Poynor, pitcher from !vlurray;
and Nathan Taylor, catcher from
Paducah.
The hardest to replace will be
Taylor, Thiek~ said ..
"Nnthan has been a four-year
starter," Thicke said. "l would
rather replace five pitchers than
replace one catcher. Pitchers get
used to a catcher, and next year
our guys are going to have to get
usl'd to a new CJtcher. "

Playing live: illmili~&

~mil

BY CHRIS JUNG
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

After a season<:apped off by a
fifth place finish for the men
and a sixth place finish for the
women, the Murray State rOdeo
team wiU send ten qualifiers lo
regional competition.
For the first time, the participants will have to earn their trip
to nationals in an extra regional
qualifying round. In the pa::.t,
the regional champion has
received 10 automatic bids into
the finals held in Wyoming.
Bob Loosenort, the teams'
co.tch, said he has been extremely impressed.
"This group has really
amazed me," Loosenort said.
"They work hard and have to
sacrifice a ton, but it has definitely paid off this year. Not
many people realize a ll of the
dirty work that these nthletes
must take care of themselves."
Murray State hosted its sole
rodeo of the season in November. MSU plact:.>d well, boosting
the team standings. A highlight
of the year came when the
women's team placed second
overall and the men placed
third at UWA·Livingston..
·
Michelle Vaughn, junior from
Vienna, Ill ., was among the 10
partidp<1nts who qualified to
compete in the first rodeo
regionals for barrel racing.
"I would not say that we are
nervous,'' Vaughn said. "It is
more of an excitement and an
eagerness to compel~!. We're
honored at the chance to take
part in something that is happening for the first time."

Kelly Hermarv'Guest

Ten rodeo ream members will compete in regional competition.
Pictured is Logan Phillippe, junior from Lawrenceville, Ill. ·
The rest of the lineup headed
to regionals will include Josh
Arnell, senior
from Hopkinsville; Ben Furlong, freshman from Englewood, Ohio;
Mark Popham, freshman from
Brandenburg; Adam Stacy,
senior from Columbia, Ohio;
Curt Divine, junior from Mor-

ganfield; Bradley Hobbs, freshman from Kenton, Tenn.; Cliff
Toliver, senior from Sp arta,
N.C.; Amanda Jordan, junior
from Advance, Mo.; and Lisa
Compton, senior from Franklin,
Ind.
Rodeo rt.>gionals will be held
May 17 to 19 in Enid, O kla.
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The sisters of AC1 would like to
congratulate the Alpha Gam
B-ball Slam winners:

Now open sundays

o

Noon 901-232-8323

New & Used

The Gators:
Michael Cansler, Brent Underhill,
John Blaine, and Joey Rogers
- - - Thank you to all participants! - - -
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Conference golf champion Henson still improving his game .:
Hewitt sees several simila rities between H enson and his
brother on and off the golf
course.
"You can see similarities in
looks and actions as well as
golf swings," Hewitt said.
" Both of them have been excellent golfers here a t Murray
State."
H enson's to ugh schedule
has seen him on the road backto-back times this spring, but
h is acad emics have not suffered.
"Tt can b e hard som etimes to
focus on school bu t it's something you have to do," H enson
said. " Most professors are very
understand ing as well as
Coach Hewitt to our conflicting interests."
H enson said Hewitt is a big
part of the team 's and his success.
"He has been a big influence
on and off the fie ld and he
knows wha t he's talking about
on the golf course," Henson
said . "H e's a student and a
teacher of the game."
Henson and his teamma tes
will look at things in a different light next season b ecause
Jeremy Grantham, senior from

BY TIM ALSOBROOKS
STAFF WRITER

It is hard to image someone
20 years old being a pro at
something. But for golfer Brandon Henson that might not be
such
an
overwhelming
thought.
Henson, sophomore from
Mayfield and men's golf team
member, finished first in the
OVC Championships last
week. The team finished second.
"I've been playing golf since
T was about 4 years old, but
there are still aspects of the
game I am trying to. imp rove
on," Henson said. "It's a lways
a learning process."
Murray became H e nson's
college choice after w inning
the regional championsh ip fo r
Graves County High School.
His older brother p layed golf
at MSU and Coach Buddy
Hewitt several years ago.
"Since my brother played
here and had high thoug hts of
Coach Hewitt, r though t why
leave a good program that is
right at your door, and I have
enjoyed every minute of it,"
Henson said.

Mayfield, and Mike Calef,
senior from West Bridgewater,
M ass., are graduating and
Hewitt is retiring.
"We may be looking at a
rebuilding process for next
year, which isn't uncommon
after losing a coach you've had
for years," H enson said. "We
are willing to take things day
by d ay and do our best and see
~
w ha t happens."
As the University continues
to look for a new head golf
coach, H enson wants someone
hired w ith Hewitt's menta lity.
"The best h ire would be
someone that's around golf a
lo t, someone easy-going and
easy to get along with, a nd
someone that wants to be here
and wants to win," Henson
said.
H ewitt said Henson's leadership w ill d evelop and his skills
should hel p the new coach do
a good job with the team.
"H e has shown continued
progress and leadership since
he got into the program and he
wiU be an integra l part of next
year's team and a leader and
big help to the new coach,''
Hewitt said.
Henson does not have any

.•

.
Ryan Brooks/The News ,

Brandon Henson. sophom ore f rom Mayfield, won the Ohio Valley Conference individua l ch ampi- .
onship on April 23 with a three-round score of 207 (70-70-67).

pre-game rituals or superstitilln!> included in his game, but
he dnes look for answers else-

where.
"I usually pray before every
match and every hole," Hen-

son said. "Realize if you have :·
faith in God, He will take care '•
of the rest."

Spencer begins professional basketball career with USBVs Lakeland ·
ln an interview published
April 26 in the "Murray Ledger
& Times," Spencer said he hopes
the USBL will provide him an
opportunity to play in the N BA.
"Hopefully, this will be a stepping stone for me," Spencer
said. "This is a good opportunity for me. There's a lot of th ings
I need to improve on and this is
the best place to do .that.''
Spencer scored 16 points and
grabbed six rebounds in 17 minutes of action April 27 in Lakeland's 116-87 win over the
Atlantic City Seagulls. Spenc€r

STAFF REPORT

Former Racer basketball player Isaac Spencer made his pr<r
fessional debut April 27 as a
member of the Lakeland (Fla.)
Blue Ducks of the United States
Basketball League. After winning its first game of the season,
Lakeland lost its next two.
Spencer, who is second alltime in scoring at Murray State
(2,248), is averaging 12.3 points
and five rebounds per game,
playing nearly 20 minutes per
contest.

~\\tutting

Edge

1-luia· • Tan • Spa

$2.00 Off Haircut
*must present coupon upon purchase*
Shoppes of Murray • 759-EDGE (3343)

was 50 percent from the field (4for-8) and 75 percent from lhe
free-thtow line (3-for-4).
The Blue Ducks hosted Oklahoma on April 28, giving
Spencer the chance to play
against former MSU teammate
Aubrey Reese. Reese led the
Storm with 27 points and nine
rebounds in Oklahoma's 115-86
victory. Spencer played 20 minutes, scoring 11 points and grabbing three rebounds.
Spencer scored 10 points and
grabbed six rebounds April 29
when Lakeland hosted the Flori-

da Sea Dragons. Lakeland was
outscored 26-10 in the second
quarter on its. way to an 86-82
loss
During his four-year Murray
State career, Spencer led the
Racers to a 96-31 record, including three Ohio Valley Conference championships and two
appearances in the NCAA Tournament. Spencer was a firstteam All-OVC honoree three
times in h1s caret.!r, averaging
17.7 points and 7.6 rebounds per
game. Spencer led MSU to a 1712 finish in the 2000-01 season,

r------------:--w
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averaging 21.6 points and 7.1
rebounds per contest.
Spencer said the opportunity
to play a large number of minutes for the Racers will help his
chances for a professional
career.

"Playing 30-plus minutes a
game at Murray State and being
the No. 1 (scoring) option for
two or three years there gave me
a lot of confidence," Spencer
said in the ''Ledger."
Spencer's USBL experience
will prepare him for theNBA's
pre-draft camps in Chicago and

1roPE's Puff
Stuff
1I
1
Contemporary Smoking Needs
1 II
Black Lights
Clip this coupon
I I
I Smoking
Accessories
for 10% off
I
Tapestries
anything
I I
storewide
1
Posters
1I
I
L -~~~~~- _u!!~~'.:!.~ - .J

.,".,. . . ... ...........,....
,~

Phoenix.
"l want to be in good shape for
those camps,'' Spencer said in
the "Ledger." "You have to take
advantage of every opportunity
you have because they don't
occur very often."
Spencer, an organizational
communication major from
Montgomery, Ala., has 19 hours
remaining to earn a bachelor's
degree and plans to return to
MSU in the future to earn that
degree.
Said Spencer~ "To be able to ,
graduate is really a goal for me."
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Present this coupon for a

99¢ Double Cheeseburger
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Mr. Postman
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OFFER EXPIRES MAY 31, 2001

Good only at participating BURGER KING® restaurants:

Southeast MiSJouri
Kentucky: Paducah, Murray, Benton, Kuttawa
Illinois: Carbondale, Marion, Herrin, Harrisburg, Anna I
Arkansas: Jonesboro, Paragould, Pocahontas, Blytheville ~
Please present coupon before ordering. Not to be used wjth other coupons of discounts.
Void where prohibited by law. State sales tax may be applicable. Cash value 1/100¢.
@2001 Burger King Brands, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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1Vilso11 's Wot:ist

49¢

or

Coffee

with the purchase of any breakfast Item

114 S. 5th St., Downtown Murray

10¢

753-4156
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Winston/Camel Buy 2, get one free
(While Supplies Last)
Marlboro
Basic
Virginia Slims
Parliament

50¢
SO¢
SO¢
50¢

off
off
off
off

(5/4 - S/1 0)
(S/4 • S/27)
(S/4 • S/31)
(S/4- S/31)

With RacerCard receive 3¢
discount on each gallon
of gas purchased ·
Offer g o od until Summer Break
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"E-Mail Us At gogoship@aol.com
to receive a discount."

US4Jt

l20 oz Cappucino

Bring in this ad and get a miniature box
of Whitman•s sampler candy/ single rose
combo for $2.98 , savings of 90¢
(While supplies last)

________________ _.J
807 N. 12th St.
In front of Wai-Mart

The sisters of Siema Siema Sisma
would like to thank all fraternities that
ParticiPated in UolleYbash 200 1.
~~

Conaratulations to the followina:
LX- 1st Place over all
and sPirit
LIT- 2nd Place
ALcl>- 3rd Place
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Q&A:
Alexander reflects
on MSU experience
From Pace 1
cized by the Council on Postsecondary Education. They brought in
a consultant that agreed with them,
and they voted that I and Murray
State was wrong. That was prior to
G ov. Paul Patton stepping in and
saying community colleges should
be separate from the University of
Kentucky. It was the most difficult
situation I have ever experienced
P.Olitically.
. . . Is there anything you would
change about your seven years at
¥urray State?
- N o, I really don' t think so. We
nave been fortunate to have a lot of

good things to happen during my
time. It is not me, but several factors. First, we had a strong Board of
Regen ts. Second, Murray State was
a good University ~hen I arrived .
Third, we have had a good economy, and finally we have had a governor that puts an emphasis on
higher education.
Outside of your job, what are
you going to miss the mos t about
the area?
- J u s t living here and being a
part of the community. The town of
Murray is a wonderful collegiate
environment, and th e town supports the University. They are welcome here, and the University is
welcomed in the town. You feel
that support of frien dship and
camaraderie in the community.
How do you picture your relationship with the University fol lowing your retirement?

TRAGEDY:
..
Priddy family adjusts
to life after fire
From Pap 1
spelling bees.
~ Michael grew into a model student,
the kind whose parents had to encourage him to break away from his studies
for recreation. Wayne remembers one
instance of asking Michael if he wanted
to shoot some baskets after school.
"He would say, ' Well, after 1 get my
homework done Dad,'" Wayne said.
"He wouldn't stop until he got his
homework done - sometimes it was 10
o'clock at night."
Michael started a prayer warrior
group in high school and was known
for backing up the underdog on the
playground. A scar across his forehead
serves as a reminder of a time he
attempted to stop the class bully from
picking on another kid.
"He doesn' t really fit in a clique,"
Wayne said. "He wasn't in w ith the
high fashion people or the low fashion
people. It never really made any difference with Michael. He would fit in with
anybody."
As he neared high school graduation,

-What I would like to do is support the new president in any way 1
can but not be intrusive. I will s tand
ready to assist that person and the
Board of Regents whenever I am
called upon. I certainly do not want
to be a p resident that comm ents on
every issue, bu t always want to be
supportive o f the University and
the administration.
What role have you p layed in
the presidential search ?
- T h e Board has asked me to, if
they call upon me, to meet with
candidates to tell my expectations
of a new president. My experience
has been favorable, and they want
candidates to know that. This is an
excellent presidency.
. . . Where do see Murray State in
five years?
-With a good economy, I expect
MSU to expand on and off campus
enrollment. I think more students

several universities sought to recruit
Mich ael, but Wayne encouraged his son
to attend Murray State. The university
had a good accounting school, in which
Mich ael was in terested, and it
"appeared" to be safe, Wayne said.
'That was really important to me that
they be safe," Wayne said. "I just felt
like Murray State was one of the safest
schools available."
•
Interim Public Safety Director Mittie
Southerland, speaking for her two-year
term at Public Safety, said Murray State
does not try to simply "appear" safe.
"I would think that most colleges
would want to appear safe - sometimes there's a difference between
appearance and reality," s he said. ''We
don 't want to misrepresent anything whether it be worse or it be less - we
want it to be w hat it is. And the facts
speak for themselves."
At Murray State, Michael gravitated
toward the Asian student population.
He found many admirable qualities in
their cultures, and he started learning
their language. The weekend before the
fire, Wayne asked Michael if he wanted
to go fishing, but Michael had other
plans. He was busy downloading Korean music from the Internet and making
it into tapes for his friends.

After the fire
Wayne now finds himself undoing

Order your textbooks
online at www.bradleybook.com
or toll free at 1-888-266-5040
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will attend from out of state, and

we are already getting the reputation of a Midwestern university
instead of a regional one. We
received a lot of positive publicity
when we adopted our new tuition
p rogram . Between having a new
science complex that is in the works
and atta.i ning new engineering students, MSU is becoming more
attractive.
How would you like to be
remembered?
would like to be remembered
as a person that con tin ued and contnbuted to the strength o f the University. When I cam e here, I said
the University is good, and I hope it
is better when 1 leave. I think that
happened because of the totality of
the situation. The stars h ave
aligned themselves, and this seven
years can be looked at as a time of
progress.

-1

the emphasis he p laced on a good education for his children .
The lack of oxygen Michael experienced during the fire destroyed his
short-term memory, making it near
impossible for him to earn a college
degree. After earning a 4.0 CPA his first
two years at Murray State, Michael is
currently struggling through two courses with Kentucky Virtual University.
" Michael had such a promising
future," Wayne said. " His opportunities
seemed limitless. You have to be a parent to really appreciate that. All your
hopes and d reams for your child are
gone. And he knows i t - he's totally
aware of his limitations."
Physically, the evidence of the fire is
seen through the skin grafts that have
been performed on Michael's arms and
upper body.
He wore a total body pressure garment for a year to help heal them.
Smoke inhalation prohibited him from
speaking above a w h isper for 10
months.
As time since the fire passes, Michael
gets more comfortable with his physical
appearance.
"I just told him he's his handsome self
again," Wayne said. "As long as he
wears long sleeve shirts, much of the
p h ysical fi re d amage is not visible."
Michael attends a Korean church and
corresponds with his friends across the

Looking back

appears strongly to dislike the Greek system,"
Hoke said in the affidavit. "He stated that he
was upset with the fac·
tor that Nikki Key won
t he election of SGA president."
Hoke said in the affidavit Coffey said in a
conversation that he was
going to e-mail Key and
others and prove that
votes were fraudulent.
Andy Clinger, sophomore from Huntsburg,

Ohio, was the only nonGreek candidate in the
SGA presidential election. He said Coffey
approached him about
working on his campaign.
.
:'Without my asking;
this guy volunteered to
work on my campaign·
for SGA president,':
Clinger said.
Clinger said Coffex
put posters up across
campus, some violating
rules of the campaign.
He said Coffey's support was a more concen;
trated effort than h is
own campaign.
•
"The langu age was well
thought out," Clinge~
said. "He d id
h is
research ."

Jay Cunningham, senior from Mat-:
toon, Ill., was off campus as his residen·:
tiaJ college went up in flames, but th~ .
fire was real to him anyway.
"You never hear about it anymore,':
he said. "1 don' t know if Murray StatC:
has just tried to cover it up or what, but
its something that's just kind of been
forgotten . You tell people and stuff, but
they jus t kind of brush it off because
they were never there."

Today

Dave Blair, senior from Collinsville,
m., vividly remembers the evening of After the fire, Wayne moved to
Sept. 18, 1998. He was in a friend's Hes- Louisville when his job moved to that'
ter College room when the fire alarm area. Debbie stayed in Paducah and the.
couple's 29-year marriage became anoth:
sounded .
er
casualty of the fire. Audra got married
He exited the building and stared at
the fourth-floor windows as residents and is now a an accountant in a Paducah·
hung out their windows, waiting for fire firm. Michael lives in Louisville with his
crews to rescue them.
father.
"At the time I had no idea about
A man, age 21, sits at his computer and cor·
Michael Minger or Michael Priddy until responds with his friends over the ltlternet. Hi
the next day," Blair, who is a Hester res- has a drivers' license, but doesn't trust himself
ident adviser, said. "So that's when it to remember wltere to go or ltOUJ to find his
hit me how serious it was - the next way home once lte gets there. Sometimes he
day. It very easily could have been me ttervously pinches himself- on his lumds;
- I' ll say that."
llis head, ftis arms.
·
The experience didn't tum Blair off to
His father has tried everything to stop tlte
the residential college system, however.
pinching,
but neither counseling uor antide"The fire could have happened anypressants
cease tile nervous reaction. He
w here - in ano ther apartment comple~
grieves
over
the loss of Iris family. Father
in another residential college, any·
arrd
son
wonder
what the future holds.
where," he said.

DISCOUNT COLLEGE TEXTBOOKS

l303 Chestnut Street, Murray e 753-8767
One block east of the Curris Center, across from Papa Johns

ALLNEWBUYBACKPROGRAM
nets you up to 71%
of your Money Back!
We will buy books you bought at the Curris Center,
and don't forget that we have the ...

Guaranteed Lowest Price
on College Textbooks .......

''
su~n~ner!

*All buyback prices are subject to inventory quota and condition of text.

From Pap 1

world through the Internet. He is still
intent on learning the Korean language,
even if it is one word at a time. Michael
often recites a Winston Churchill speech
his father quoted him as a boy that says,
"Never give up."
Wayne can't help wondering what his
son's future will hold. He asks himself
what w ill become of Michael when his
friends graduate from college and get
married.

BRADLEY
BOOK COMPANY

.E:Iave a good

THREATS:
Coffey upset
with election

